
ACTIVITY: Floating on an inflatable raft. 
CASE: GSAF 1977.08.23 
DATE: Tuesday  August 23, 1977 
LOCATION: Buddina Beach, south of Noosa, Queensland, 
Australia. 
 
NAME: George Thomas Walter 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 25-year old male, a horse breeder 
from Blackburn. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, August 22, 1977 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 30 metres 
 
NARRATIVE: George and his friends were to board a 34-metre 
fishing trawler for a 10-day trip, but they missed the boat and 
so went to an unprotected beach.  Walter’s friends saw him 
knocked off the raft and struggling violently but were unable to 
help him because of a severe rip current. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. His left arm was severed and his legs were bitten by a shark. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified 
 
SOURCES: The Age, Thursday September 1, 1977, page 1 
The Canberra Times, September 1, 1977, page 3 
Alan Sharpe, page 104 
 
NOTE: The Canberra Times article has a date of Wednesday August 24, 1977 for this case, 
while The Age has a date of Tuesday August 23, 1977 
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George Walter,  
with the first foal he bred 

Buddina Beach, Queensland 
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The Canberra Times 
Thursday September 1, 1977,  page 3 
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