
ACTIVITY: Collecting fish from a net 
CASE: GSAF 1977.06.06 
DATE: Monday June 6, 1977 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Gulf of 
Mexico at Stedman Island, between Mustang 
Island and Red Fish Bay along the northern 
section of Padre Island, Nueces County, Texas, 
USA. 
 
NAME: Dan Baen, Jr. 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 25-year-old male from 
Sinton, Texas. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, June 8, 1977 
ENVIRONMENT: The shark was thought to be a stray from the group of more than 2,000 
sharks that gathered offshore along the northern section of Padre Island for several days 
before they re-entered the Gulf of Mexico on Sunday. 
DEPTH: Chest-deep 
TIME: 19h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Dan Baen, Jr. was with a group of Texas A&I marine biology students who 
were collecting fish in a net. He was on the outside of the net when he felt something bump 
his leg. Then it happened again and he was knocked off balance. Then he saw the shark 
charging him, open-mouthed. As the shark grabbed Baen, he  was pulled underwater but 
managed to free himself and the other students pulled him over the net. 
 
INJURY: Baen was bitten on the wrist. His wrist joint was opened, an artery and 14 tendons 
were cut. 
 
SPECIES: The shark was five to six feet in length, possibly a bull shark. 
 
SOURCE: Corpus Christi Times, Tuesday June 7, 1977; The Abilene Reporter-News, June 
8, 1977, page 7-C; The Valley News, Thursday June 9, 1977 
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