
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1977.05.26 / SA-261 
DATE: Thursday May 26, 1977  
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Indian Ocean over the Douglas 
Bank, 13 kilometres from the Heads at 
Knysna, South Africa 
 
BOAT: The five-metre ski-boat Graanjan  
OCCUPANTS: Jan de Waal Lombard, 
Godfrey Miller, and Rudy van Graan, 
owner and skipper of the boat. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, May 26, 
1977 
 
NARRATIVE: The anglers were trolling 
when Rudy hooked a yellowtail. The engines were been cut so that he could land his fish. 
 
 “(The shark) must have come up from under the boat after Rudy's yellowtail”, explained 
Jan. He had just got out of the fighting chair when the shark leapt into the boat. It thrashed 
wildly, snapping its jaws, and Jan, trapped between the gunwale and the shark, was bitten 
on his right thigh. 
 
To avoid being bitten by the shark a second time, Jan jumped overboard, leaving one shoe 
behind. “There I was in mid-ocean, blood pouring from my leg and who knows how many 
other sharks around,” he said. The other anglers quickly pulled him aboard. Jan said, “I was 
in the water for about a minute but it felt like hours.” Meanwhile the shark smashed the 
engine cables, bit a piece out of the gunwale and flattened four thick brass bolts. Rudy 
grabbed a knife and stabbed the shark repeatedly in the head until the blade broke off. The 
shark was finally killed with a harpoon borrowed from another boat. 
 
 INJURY: Mr. Lombard sustained deep lacerations to the right thigh. 
 
 TREATMENT: Mr. Lombard was hospitalized at Knysna. 
 
 SPECIES: A 2,3-metre, 150-kilogram mako shark 
 
 SOURCE: Tim Wallett, pages 32-33 
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Rudy van Graan with the mako shark  
that jumped into his boat 
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St. Petersburg Times, May 29, 1977, page 18 
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