
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1976.09.06 
DATE: Monday September 6, 1976 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean at Sebastian, Indian River 
County, Florida USA. 
 
NAME: Peter Ferrer 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 15-year-old male. He was 5'8" tall, weighed 160 pounds, and 
wore red striped board shorts, a necklace, and a white leash. He had no injuries prior to the 
event. 
SURFBOARD: He was using a 6'4" single-fin board manufactured by Catri. The upper 
surface of the board was white, the under surface was red and the fin was black. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The air temperature was 80ºF (estimated) and the sky was partly cloudy. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, September 8, 1976 
SEA CONDITIONS: The underwater visibility was 10 feet (estimated) 
ENVIRONMENT: Prior to 2005, “First Peak” at Sebastian Inlet was considered one of the 
east coast’s top surf spots. Throughout the ’90s and early ’00s, a series of Army Corps of 
Engineers sand-replenishment projects lengthened the beach as sand built up against the 
north jetty and sometime around 2002, a large swell caused structural damage to the jetty. 
Some extra rocks near the beach, and some out at the end of the jetty which changed the 
current’s flow. By 2005 Sebastian Inlet’s First Peak was a ghost of its former self. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 300 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER: “Shallow” 
TIME:  14h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Approximately 200 people were on the beach and 50 people were in the 
water. About 20 of them were within 30 to 15 feet of the surfer, and 10 were within 10 feet of 
him. Peter Ferrer had been in the water for three hours. He was sitting on his board, facing 
shore when he saw a shark’s fin as he came down a wave. The shark circled then slashed  
his leg, then continued to circle for a few minutes before departing. 
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Sebastian 



 
INJURY: Laceration to left lower leg 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: First aid was 
administered on the beach, then he was 
taken by ambulance to the hospital, arriving 
there within the hour. At the hospital, the 
injury was sutured. 
SPECIES: According to the surfer, the 
incident involved a tiger shark six to eight 
feet in length. 
 
SOURCE: Peter Ferrer 
 
 
 
 
See also: 
Ashton Goggans, Surfer Magaziine, 
http://www.surfer.com/first-
peak/?wc_mid=4036:5062&wc_rid=4036:3573004&_wcsid=A0FE039E2B5474484A6DD40
4555A5916CF17A96A19B9060F 
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