
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: Sunday October 12, 1975 
LOCATION: Lennox Head, New South Wales, 
Australia. 
 
NAME: Barry Neale 
DESCRIPTION: A 20-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, October 12, 1975 
 
NARRATIVE: Barry Neale was the surfer closest to 
shore when the incident took place. He flicked out of a wave and as he paddled back, a 
shark slammed into his board, taking a big chunk out of it. The shark just missed Neale 
because his head was raised so he could watch a mate coming in on the next wave. “If I 
had my face down, his top row of teeth would have shaved my face off,” said Neale.  
 
“When I popped back up, my mate came over to me. We didn't know why he didn't come 
back for me again. I was a sitting duck. I was treading water and semiconscious because he 
hit me so hard,” he said.  
 
Neale couldn’t find his good leg rope (surfboard leash) that morning and was wearing an old 
one instead. It snapped as the shark took off with his board. Then the board popped up four 
or five metres away. Neale mounted his board and made his way back to shore, as did his 
surfing buddies. 
 
INJURY: The impact of the attack left Neale with a cracked jaw and a broken tooth.  
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: A “big chunk” of  Neal’s surfboard was missing when it popped 
to the surface. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Unknown 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Bronze whaler shark 
 
NOTE: Except for the above incident, Neale has never seen a shark in the water. “They're 
not there all the time. They're not that prolific, but each case is given so much hype. It 
doesn't happen every day,” he said. Despite his encounter, Neale is protective of sharks. He 
feels they shouldn't be hunted or killed. “We're in their domain. What do you expect? 
They're an important part of the food chain.” Neale was surfing again the next day. He 
admits that he sometimes get the ‘heebie-jeebies’ if he sees a porpoise fin pop up next to 
him when he's out in the surf. And the movie, Jaws, did freak him out a bit. “Not because of 
what happened, but because of what could have happened. You think to yourself, that could 
have been me,” he said. 
 
SOURCES: J. Green, page 36. 
Shady Cosgrove, Illawarra Mercury, March 17, 2001 
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