
© Global Shark Accident File, 2002. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 

ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1971.09.07 
DATE: Tuesday September 7, 1971 
LOCATION: The attack took place in the North Adriatic Sea at Ika, Istria, Croatia. 
45°18'13"N, 14°16'54"E  
 
NAME: Stanislav Klepa 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 34-year-old male, a vacationer from Poland. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, September 5, 1971 
ENVIRONMENT: Ika is a seaside resort on the eastern coast of Istria, nine kilometers south 
of Opatija. It is located in a small open cove on the Kvarner Gulf, and a coastal road 
connects Ika with the main road (M2, E751). 
TIME: 10h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Stanislav Klepa was swimming with his friend, Ryzard Spartinsky, when a 
white shark suddenly attacked him, severing a leg. Both men were rescued by a nearby 
boat, where several witnesses saw the shark circling around. They believed the shark was 
excited by the blood in the water.  
 
INJURY: Fatal. His leg was severed and death resulted from exsanguination (Gilioli, 1989). 
 
SPECIES: The attack involved a white shark, Carcharodon carcharias. Five fishing boats in 
the area were summoned to hunt the shark. A piece of meat was hooked and thrown into 
the to water. The shark initially took the meat but was able to free itself and escape.  
 
CASE INVESTIGATORS: Renzo Rocconi; Dott. Alessandro De Maddalena; Chris Moore, 
Global Shark Accident File 
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Trieste newspaper "Il Piccolo". 
September 9, 1971, page 9 
 
See next page for 
English translation 



Chicago Tribune,  
September 8, 1971 

page A3 

 
SUDDEN TRAGIC INCIDENT IN THE KVARNER GULF, NEAR OPATIJA 

 A SHARK KILLS A POLISH TOURIST AT IKA 
 The man was swimming off the beach with a friend when a shark bit him – He bled to 

death 
 Rijeka, 7th 

   A shark killed a Polish tourist while he was swimming in the sea in front of Ika, a resort on the 
Kvarner Gulf coast, near Opatija. Stanislav Klepa, aged 34, and a friend of his had been swim-
ming close to each other off the beach for a short while, when the tragic incident suddenly oc-
curred. A shark swooped on Mr Klepa and bit one of his legs off. 
     An angler that witnessed the incident rushed to the very spot and pulled the Polish tourist onto 
his boat, where the man died from haemorrhage soon afterwards. 
     The shark, which was still around in this area, probably because of the unfortunate swimmer’s 
bleeding, swallowed a big bait thrown from a boat, but it was able to get rid of it, and then disap-
peared in the deep sea. 
     The shark victim, Mr Stanislav Klepa, was a chemical engineer from Tarnów, Poland. A friend 
of his was swimming next to him on that tragic circumstance. Mr Ryzard Spartinsky, a 42-year- old 
engineer, reported a few details on the incident. 
     The victim had come to the shore with a group of five colleagues to spend his holidays at the 
campsite in Ika. Around 10:30am, Mr Klepa and Mr Spartynsky went to the beach stretching along 
Ika Bay and immediately plunged into the sea. Two hundred metres (656 ft) away from the coast, 
Klepa disappeared from the water surface, which turned red soon afterwards. His friend immedi-
ately called for help. Soon, a local boatman, whose boat was carrying a few tourists, arrived on 
the spot. One tourist was able to pull terrified Spartynsky onto the boat. Then, with other people’s 
help and great difficulty, they were able to pull up also the victim, who looked lifeless. His right leg 
and even his left hand had been brutally torn. Some tourists on the boat have reported that while 
they were trying to rescue the man, they spotted a big shark hanging around the area. It looked 
very excited because of the bloody water. The victim was taken to Lovran Hospital, where doctors 
could do nothing but ascertain that he had died from shock and haemorrhage. 
     Soon after this occurrence, five boats rushed to the spot to capture the shark. A piece of meat 
on a large hook was thrown into the sea. As reported above, the shark swallowed the bait, but it 
was able to get rid of the hook. Local anglers think that the shark may have entered the gulf while 
following some ship, and then it may have been unable to swim back to the open sea. Soon after-
wards, a warning was issued for swimmers to stay away from the beach. 
     Provisionally, Mr Klepa’s body has been lying in the mortuary chamber of Opatija cemetery, 
while waiting to be sent back to Poland. 

Trieste newspaper "Il Piccolo". 
September 9, 1971, page 9 
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Translation by Elettra Zanetti  



 

Sharks attacks a bather 
who bleeds to death 

Trieste, 7th September 
  A shark killed a tourist from Poland while he was bathing in the sea in front of Ica, a sea resort on 
the Quarnero Gulf near Opatija. 
   Stanislav Klepa, age 34, and a friend were slowly swimming not far from each other. They had 
just swum away from the coast, when suddenly tragedy occurred. A shark headed toward Klepa 
and bit him, tearing one of his legs apart. 
   A fisherman who witnessed the incident rushed to the Polish tourist and lifted him onto his boat, 
where Klepa bled to death a few minutes afterwards. 
   The search for the shark, which the crews of four boats participated in, started immediately. The 
shark, which was still in the area, probably attracted by the unfortunate swimmer’s blood, bit the 
huge bait thrown from one of the boats, but it escaped and disappeared in the deep sea. (Ansa) 

La Stampa  
September 8, 1971, page 10 
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Late 1960s : Ika, Croatia 

Translation by Elettra Zanetti  
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Ika, Istria 
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