
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1967.03.09 
DATE: Thursday March 9, 1967 
LOCATION: The attack took 
place at St. Kilda Beach, on the 
east coast of South Island, New 
Zealand.  
45º52'N, 170º32'E 
 
NAME: William Richard Black 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 21-
year-old male, a lifesaver, and 
captain of the St. Kilda Surf 
Lifesaving Club. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE:  New Moon, March 11, 1967 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water temperature was 13.3ºC 
[55.9ºF] and there was heavy surf. 
ENVIRONMENT: Immediately before the lifesaver 
disappeared, club members saw fins, but thought they were 
those of dolphins. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Less than100 yards and directly 
in front of the St Kilda Surf Club pavilion. 
TIME: 19h15 [dusk] 
 
NARRATIVE: Black was taking part in a belt race with club member Kevin Brown who said:  
“There were only two of us out as far as the buoy, and Bill was about 15 or 20 yards in front 
of me,” said Brown. “Bill was only about 15 yards from the buoy, and it would have been the 
first time he had beaten me in a belt swim. There was a big wave ahead of us, and I saw a 
brown fin close to Bill. The next thing the tail came out of the water and it went straight for 
him,” he said. “Everything was blood after that. I threw up my arm to signal the blokes on 
shore to pull us in.” 
 
Six other surf club members on the beach with the reels: 20-year-old Russell Lawson, Keith 
Munro, Del Stewart, Frank McKay, John Reid and Alan Brown. Lawson first knew 
something was wrong when one of the swimmers stopped and waved his arm for help, and 
then he saw the black fin of a shark on top of the wave. “I shouted to the others, ‘There’s a 
shark out there!’” While Munro ran up the beach to telephone for an ambulance and police 
help, the other surf club members began to pull in the two lines. Black’s line suddenly went 
slack and was reeled in quickly, but the line was found to be severed and both the belt and  
lifesaver were missing. Brown was pulled in; he was in a state of collapse by the time he 
reached the beach, and was helped up the beach to the surf club building. 
 
A surf canoe was launched by four of the men and taken out in the heavy seas to look for 
the missing lifesaver. After a fruitless search in poor visibility – darkness was falling rapidly 
– and a high surf, the canoe returned to shore. Later other surf club members searched up 
and down the beach on foot in case the lifesaver’s body had been washed inshore, but they 
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found nothing. In an attempt to illuminate the beach and the shallower water, many cars on 
John Wilson Memorial Drive above the beach were driven up to the edge of the bank with 
their headlights on. A fire engine’s spotlight was used for about an hour until a large 
searchlight was brought from the nearby Otago Model Engineering Society’s grounds. Many 
people, some with torches, searched along the water’s edge, using the illumination provided 
by the searchlight. At 21h30 a four wheel drive utility vehicle was driven on to the beach to 
help the searchers on foot. Some of the spectators above the beach used binoculars to 
scan the shore and water, although a slight haze above the sea hampered detailed 
observation. 
 
The surf club members maintained a patrol along the shore throughout the night. Early next 
morning the R.N.Z.N.V.R. defence launch Toroa sailed from Port Chalmers to help in the 
search off St Kilda, surf canoes manned by members of the St Clair and St Kilda clubs were 
out at 05h30 to search the waters along both beaches, and other members searched both 
beaches on foot 
 
INJURY: Fatal. The lifesaver’s belt washed ashore next morning on rocks near the St. Clair 
saltwater pool, but it is not known if his body was ever recovered. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Dr. J. Garrick speculated that a white shark, Carcharodon carcharias 
may have been involved. 
 
SOURCES: J.A.E. Garrick, Associate Professor of Zoology, Victoria University of 
Wellington; West Australian (Perth), March 10, 1967 edition; Otago Daily Times, March 10 
and 11, 1967 editions 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard D. Weeks, Global Shark Accident File 
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