
ACTIVITY: Diving for sand dollars 
CASE: GSAF 1966.07.31 
DATE: Sunday July 31, 1966 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Gulf 
of Mexico at  the end of the south jetty, 
Galveston  Island, Galveston County, Texas, 
USA.  29º17'N, 94º48'W 
 
NAME: Robert W. Russell 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 16-year-old male 
from Galveston, a high schools student. He as 
wearing a white swim suit. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, August 1, 1966 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 400 feet 
 
NARRATIVE: “The shark was just out there; there didn’t 
seem to be anything unusual about it,” said his mother. 
“Robert was diving for sand dollars and was just kicking his 
feet a little. The shark saw him and made a pass and 
missed. Robert started for shore and the shark made a 
second pass, grazing him on the top of his right foot. The 
shark made a third pass but by this time Robert was on a 
sandbar. The shark swam around for a while and then left. 
Robert swam to short and asked people on the beach to 
help him as he had been hurt. They refused, so he walked to 
the end of the seawall (approximately one mile), and was 
taken home by Bryan S. Lee, a game warden. I took him to 
the emergency room.” 
 
INJURY: The dorsum of the right foot was abraded and 
lacerated. 
 
TREATMENT: He was treated in the emergency room and 
clinic at John Sealy Hospital by Dr. Arnold and others. His 
wound was cleaned and stitched and he was given an anti-
tetanus injection. He was sent home with antibiotics and 
instructions to stay off the leg and return in week so that 
stitches could be removed. However, infection set in a few 
days later and daily injections of penicillin and streptomycin 
injections were required to bring the infection under control. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: It was thought the incident may have 
involved a lemon shark or a sandtiger shark. 
 
SOURCES: Grace Russell and Bryan S. Lee; Galveston 
Daily News, August 4, 1966; Morris M. Vorenberg; David Baldridge, page 191 
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The Sharks Around Us by Dr. R. D. Skocik, page 155 
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