
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1966.06.04 
DATE: Saturday June 4, 
1966 
LOCATION: The incident 
took place in the Gulf of 
Mexico on the Bolivar 
Peninsula, eight miles from 
the Galveston - Bolivar 
Ferry, Texas, USA.   
29º17 N, 94º48’W  
(approximate location) 
 
NAME: David Nilsten Holmgreen 
DESCRIPTION: He was an 18-year-old male from College Station, a student at Texas A. & 
M University. He was wearing a yellow bathing suit. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day and the air temperature was between 80º and 90ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, June 3, 1966 
SEA CONDITIONS: The surf was described as “relatively calm” but murky, and the water 
temperature was about 75ºF. 
ENVIRONMENT: The water was full of moss and small fish. 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Four feet 
TIME: 17h00 
 
NARRATIVE: David Holmgreen and Miss Laughlin were heading back to shore when the 
shark closed its jaws slowly on his upper thigh and buttocks. Holmgreen froze and shoved 
his hands into the shark’s mouth. After a few seconds he began inching to shore. As 
Holmgreen felt the shark’s jaws loosen he rolled the shark into a headlock (also shoving a 
finger into its eye), holding it until they reached shallower water. When he released the 
shark it disappeared and was not seen again. The two swimmers walked to shore. 
 
INJURY: The swimmer sustained puncture wounds to his upper thigh and buttock. There 
was very little tearing and bleeding was slight, but lacerations to his hands bled freely. 
 
TREATMENT: Holmgreen was treated at John Sealy Hospital. The injury required 25 
stitches and he was given antibiotics. Recovery was uncomplicated. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. Apparently it was a small shark; Holmgreen reports 
that when he put his hands in the shark’s mouth, one of his fingers went into the shark’s 
eye. 
 
SOURCE: David Nilsten Holmgreen 
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