
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1966.01.08 
DATE: Saturday January 8, 1966 
LOCATION: The accident took place at 
Oakura Beach, about 10 miles from New 
Plymouth, New Zealand.   
39º07'S, 173º57.4'E 
 
NAME: Rae Marion Keightley 
DESCRIPTION: She was a 15-year-old 
female, a schoolgirl. She was wearing black 
swim fins and her bathing suit was dark grey 
with thin white horizontal stripes. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was cloudy. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, January 7, 1966 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water temperature was 70º to 72ºF. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place 200 yards west of the mouth of the Oakura River. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 to 200 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: In excess of six feet 
TIME: 15h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Rae Marion Knightly was body surfing. A 19-year-old surfer, Anthony Eric 
Johns, was a short distance away when he noticed a commotion in the water and heard her 
cry for help. He went to her assistance and managed to put her on his board and caught a 
wave to shore. There, with the help of three other people, he carried her ashore. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Dr. Walker treated her at the scene and describes her injuries: “There were 
superficial linear scratches on her right heel, foot and toes. From about the lower third of the 
left thigh to about the middle of the calf there was a very extensive jagged would; in the 
thigh part, quite a lot of flesh appeared to be missing, including the popliteal artery which 
had completely disappeared and was the cause of her bleeding rapidly to death. (Johns 
says that when he first got her onto his board she paddled weakly a few times and then lay 
still.) The lower part of the shaft of the femur was laid completely bare for about six inches 
and had about six teeth marks on it about an inch apart; they were just as though the point 
of a four-inch nail had been driven against the bone; I did not see any tooth fragments; part 
of the skin appeared to be missing and the remainder of the skin wounds were fissured or 
stellate in character.” 
 
FIRST AID: The girl’s parents, on the beach at the time, reached her side as she was 
brought ashore and two New Plymouth doctors who had been swimming nearby reached 
the girl seconds later. Although all bleeding had stopped, Dr G.E. Walker of New Plymouth 
bound the leg and tried to revive the girl. He said later she had died probably while still 
being brought in.  
 
SOURCES: Dr. G. E. Walker; The Otago Daily Times, front page, Monday January 10th 
1966; Age (Melbourne, Victoria), January 10, 1966 
© Global Shark Accident File, 1995. All rights reserved.  This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 



© Global Shark Accident File, 1995. All rights reserved.  This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 

Age (Melbourne, Victoria), January 10, 1966 
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The Otago Daily Times, front page, Monday January 10th 1966 
(Source: Dunedin Public Library) 
 
Photo (Face) Rae Marion Keightley, who was mauled to death by a shark near New Plymouth on 
Saturday. 
 

 Girl Killed By Shark In Tragic Weekend 
 
Seven people lost their lives in a tragic weekend in New Zealand. Six died in road accidents. The 
seventh, a 14-year-old girl, was killed by a shark while swimming near New Plymouth. 
 
The shoolgirl, RAE MARION KEIGHTLEY, was swimming 100 yards offshore at Oakura Beach, 10 
miles from New Plymouth, on Saturday afternoon when attacked by a shark. 
 
Last year a third form pupil of the New Plymouth Girls High School, she was the only daughter of 
Mr and Mrs L.J.Keightley, Coronation Avenue, New Plymouth. 
 
Mr Anthony Eric Johns (19), a New Plymouth surfboard rider risked his own life to go to the girl’s 
assistance, the New Zealand Press Association reports. 
 
Two New Plymouth doctors reached the girl seconds after her mauled body reached the beach on 
Mr John’s surfboard, with one leg savaged to the bone at the thigh and calf, and the other torn by 
teeth at the ankle. 
 
Dr G.E.Walker, New Plymouth, who had been swimming nearby, bound the leg and tried to revive 
the girl. He said later she had died probably while still being brought in. All bleeding had stopped 
when she reached the beach. 
 
The girl’s parents, on the beach at the time, reached her side as she was brought ashore. 
 
North Taranaki beaches yesterday were almost free of swimmers and surfers. 
 
At Oakura only one swimmer was seen to enter the surf, and he only ventured a few yards from the 
shore. 
 
(Article switches to road deaths) 
Ends 
 
 Also on front page: 

Youth’s Heroic Rescue 
 
New Plymouth (PA) – Blood stained the water for 10ft round the dying girl as a 19-year-old New 
Plymouth surfboard rider, Mr Anthony Eric Johns, risking his own life, sped to the assistance of 
Rae Keightley after she had been mauled by a shark near New Plymouth on Saturday. 
 
Mr Johns said he saw the turmoil in the water as the shark attacked, but at first thought the girl was 
only playing. He and two friends had been surfing within 40 yards of the girl for 20 minutes before 
the incident. 

 
 One of the riders spotted the attack and yelled a warning before heading for the beach with the 
other rider, leaving only Mr Johns in the vicinity. 
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Alone 
“She was about 40 yards away,” he said. “When I realised I was alone I suppose I just 
automatically turned to go across to Rae. Then I heard the screams and saw the blood-stain on 
the water – and I was scared then. 
 
“I guess I knew someone had to help her – there was only me. 
 
“She talked to me at first. She kept saying over and over, “Oh, please help me, help me.” 
 
“I dragged her onto my surfboard and was lucky enough to catch two good waves to bring me into 
shallow water. It wasn’t till then as I began to feel a little better that I realised how frightened I had 
been. 
 
Grey Shadow 
“As I was going across to Rae I saw a grey shadow in the water pass under me. I had started out 
and didn’t stop to think that what I was doing could have put my own life in danger,” he said. 
 
“She was keeping herself afloat somehow when I reached her, treading water somehow I 
suppose. 
 
“I suppose I was lucky – I didn’t have any trouble getting her on the board. 
 
“When I saw her on the beach it was terrible – I never want to see anything like it again.” 

Ends 
 
  
Comment: A time of 3.45pm was attributed to this accident by the ODT (Bill Black report). 
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