
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 1965.11.03.a 
DATE: Wednesday November 3, 1965 
LOCATION: The incident took place off 
Oak Beach, a deserted beach 22 miles 
north of Cairns, Queensland, Australia.   
16º29S, 145º43’E 
 
NAME: Roy McGuffie 
DESCRIPTION: The surfer, a 24-year-old 
male, was 5’8” tall, slim and known in 
Cairns as a snake hunter. A few days 
before this incident, while working at a 
reserve, a taipan struck him three times, 
just catching the trouser leg. A few 
months ago he was bitten by a venomous 
brown snake and last December a five-
foot crocodile bit his right arm while he 
was cleaning out a cage. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, November 
1, 1965 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 yards 
TIME: 4:30 pm 
 
NARRATIVE: He was kneeling on his 
surfboard, waiting to catch a wave. “I was looking over my left shoulder when suddenly I 
had the strange sensation that something was watching me,” he said. Then, he said, a 
shark surfaced beside him and bit his thigh.Instinctively, he rolled his body away off the 
other side of his board. “Then I heard a crunch as the shark’s jaws closed over the edge of 
my fibreglass board and my right thigh,” he said. I climbed back on my board and paddled 
like mad for the beach. When he was halfway to shore he stopped and tied his singlet 
around the injury. He reached shore unaided. 
 
INJURY: There was an arc of more 30 lacerations on his left anterior and medial thigh. The 
lacerations were about an inch long and a quarter-inch deep. 
 
FIRST AID: McGuffie drove three miles to a friend’s house at Hartley’s Creek Fauna 
Reserve. Then his friend drove him 20 miles to the hospital. 
 
TREATMENT: The surfer was treated at Mossman Hospital and released; he was not 
admitted to the hospital. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: McGuffie said he believed the incident involved a grey nurse shark, 
eight feet in length. 
 
SOURCES: Telegraph (Sydney), Mirror (Sydney) and Post (Cairns), November 4, 1965. 
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Roy McDuffie 
 

While some of the marks on the surfer’s anterior thigh in this 
press photo could have been made by the teeth of a shark, many 
– particularly those on the lateral thigh - were not. If the other 
marks were lacerations, they may have been caused by 
fiberglass shards, or the marks could be residue of dressings. It 
is also possible that the photo was retouched, or the injury was 
caused by something other than a shark. 
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