
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1965.00.00.c 
DATE: May or June 1965 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
Egypt, no more than 50 miles south of 
Hurghada in the Red Sea. 26º50'N, 34ºE 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He was a male, 
approximately 25 to 35 years old, and 
wearing bathing trunks. He was thought to 
be either Italian or Egyptian. 
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 60 to 100 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE:  
Two to five feet 
TIME: Between 10h00 and 17h00 
 
NARRATIVE: “This story was given to me by 
an Italian in Cairo. He was just back from a diving holiday with three friends south of 
Hurghada,” writes Captain Falconer Barker. “The man and his friends had been 
spearfishing (without Aqualungs) on the edge of a reef. . . They had killed fish. . . The man 
was standing on the reef near the edge of the deep (down to about 60 feet then deeper). He 
saw a shark which darted at him with such speed that he did not get time to move. A deep 
laceration near the ankle resulted. The shark then went out about a hundred yards just 
below the surface, and c Came at him again. This time he thrust his harpoon at it and 
connected. . . Again another laceration. . .  The shark went off again, and again in the same 
way streaked in “like a flash”. By this time his two friends 
were one on each side of him, supporting and taking him 
back to shore. They all tried with harpoons to deflect the 
shark, which this time bit the diver in the thigh taking away 
a large piece of flesh. The shark was seen to be still 
swimming in the vicinity.” 
 
INJURY: The diver was bitten three times on his thigh and 
ankle. He was “seriously injured but recovered and did not 
lose his leg.” according to Captain Falcon-Barker. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The shark was said to be five to 
seven feet in length. No identification was made but it was 
speculated that a mako shark may have been involved.  
 
SOURCE: Captain Ted Falcon-Barker, author of 600 Years 
Under the Sea, The Reluctant Aventurer, Roman Galley 
Beneath the Sea and Shark Cage Under the Red Sea. 
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