
ACTIVITY: Free diving 
CASE: GSAF 1964.08.22 
DATE: Saturday August 22, 1964 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean about five miles south of Palm 
Beach Inlet, Palm Beach County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Kenny Ruszenas 
DESCRIPTION: He is an 18-year-old male from 
West Palm Beach, a student at Palm Beach 
Junior College. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear and the air 
temperature was 90ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, August 23, 1964 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear, but 
plankton layer five feet below the surface reduced 
visibility to about 40 feet. The surface temperature 
of the water was 85ºF, and 65ºF below the 
thermocline. A strong south-to-north current was 
running with appreciable difference in force at the 
thermocline 30 feet below the surface. 
ENVIRONMENT: 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: One mile 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 40 feet 
TIME: 11h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Surface current caused Ruszenas 
to separate from his dive companion and the boat after he entered the water. A large 
jewfish had been speared just prior to his dive and divers were trying to haul the speared 
fish to the surface. Ruszenas dived straight down (although he was carried north by the 
current) and believes he was at or close to the spot where the fish had been speared when 
he saw a shark approaching from the north (against current). The shark approached head-
on. At first, the shark’s mouth was slightly open and opened wider as the shark came 
closer. Ruszenas started to ascend with the shark following him. At this point the shark was 
with speargun lenth (five feet) and the diver placed the tip of his gun against the lower par of 
the “hammer” above the mouth and pushed the shark’s head, forcing the shark over and 
behind him. When Ruszenas turned to see where the shark was, he found that the shark 
was heading straight toward him at chest-level. The diver again attempted to push the shark 
away with his gun, but the gun slid off the shark’s snout (he was too close for effective 
leverage) and he was forced to use straight-arm method to force the shark off course. In so 
doing, Ruszenas contacted the shark with bare hands against forward portion of the 
hammer, forcing shark away, but at the same time, swinging himself completely around  . . . 
this second encounter took place about 10 feet below the surface. After this encounter, the 
shark sounded and swam off, enabling Ruszenas to reach the surface and call for 
assistance. 
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The boat was about 75 yards from where the diver surfaced and his companions started to 
his aid while he was treading water. Ruszenas looked down and saw the shark heading 
toward him from the south. The shark approached slowly, about three feet below the 
surface. To the diver, it appeared that the shark was determined to take aggressive action. 
When the shark was within range Ruszenas again attempted to push it away with the 
speargun, bending the spear’s shaft,  but succeeding in turning the shark. The shark swam 
past him, then turned on its side at about a 45º angle and swam toward the diver, this time 
with its mouth fully open. When several feet from Ruszenas the shark stopped forward 
motion and swung its head back and forth in (what Ruszenas feels) was a searching 
attitude. This action was repeated four or five times with the diver hitting the shark with the 
speargun at each opportunity (i.e., each time the shark’s head was within reach). 
 
In several minutes the boat was close enough to board. The shark swam away and 
disappeared. 
 
INJURY: No injury 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: At all times the shark, a 12-foot hammerhead, was methodically 
persistent in a slow determined manner; there was no fast aggressive action. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Morris M. Vorenberg, GSAF 
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