
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1964.06.28 
DATE: Sunday June 28, 1964 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place off Fire Island, Long 
Island, New York, USA. 
 
NAME: Britt Sullivan 
DESCRIPTION: She was a 29-
year-old female, a marathon 
swimmer, and a former Navy 
WAVE. She was wearing a 
black rubber suit with yellow 
stripes, swim fins, a light, dye 
markers, a canteen and a knife. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The wind was 
blowing about two miles from 
the southwest. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, 
June 24, 1964 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea 
was calm. 
ENVIRONMENT: Montauk's 
modern shark-hunting era 
began on June 6, 1964, when 
local fisherman Frank Mundus 
harpooned a 4,500-pound great 
white that was feeding on a drifting whale carcass just off the coast.  

© Global Shark Accident File, 2001. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 



 
NARRATIVE: Britt Sullivan was attempting to 
swim the Atlantic Ocean when she failed to 
rendezvous with her 35-foot support boat 
between 22h30 and 23h00.  
 
She had been pulled from  the water the same 
night when a large school of sharks approached 
within 30 yards of her. When last seen she was 
five miles east of a buoy off Fire Island and 
swimming towards Montauk. An air-sea search 
failed to find any trace of her.  
 
INJURY: Although it is probable the swimmer 
drowned, her encounter with sharks earlier in 
the night and her proximity to Montauk where 
large white shark was caught  the same month 
led to speculation that she had been taken by a 
shark.  
 
SOURCES: Oakland Tribune, Monday June 29, 
1964; The Times Recorder (Zanesville, Ohio), 
Tuesday June 30, 1964; The Sumter Daily Item, 
Tuesday June 30, 1964; St. Petersburg Times, 
June 30, 1964, page A1 
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