
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1964.05.08 
DATE: May 8, 1964 
LOCATION: The incident took place off Naviti, Viti Levu, Fiji.  
17º08'S, 177º15'E (approximate location) 
 
NAME: Sailasa Ratubalavu 
DESCRIPTION:  The diver was a 35-year-old male from Kese Village. He was wearing 
khaki shorts. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a bright sunny day and the air temperature was 84ºF.  
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, May 5, 1964 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was clear and the water temperature was about 80ºF. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Five miles 
DEPTH OF WATER: Six feet 
TIME: 11h30 
 
NARRATIVE: A party of eight men were spearfishing on a reef, but and were a long way 
from their boat. Sailasa had just speared a saqa (jack crevalle) which was still thrashing on 
the end of his spear when the shark struck, tearing off his buttocks. Sailasa surfaced and 
screamed that he was under attack and had suffered a mortal wound. The shark struck a 
second time, tearing away his lower abdomen and genitalia. 
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All the other men, with one exception, made for their boat. Josateki Tunisau swam to 
Sailasa and hoisted him onto his back and started swimming towards their boat. The other 
men reached the boat first and started sculling towards the two men.  
 
Although the actual distance traveled could not be ascertained, Josateki was swimming and 
supporting Sailasa for about 45 minutes.  
 
Sailasa was conscious when he was taken onboard the boat. He asked the other to take 
care of his wife and children, and then he died. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. The diver was severely bitten on his buttocks, abdomen and genitalia. 
 
There was no doctor at the village but a former nurse measured the wounds and wrote a 
description of the injuries before Sailasa was buried.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to Josateki Tunisau the incident involved a tiger shark, 
Galeocerdo cuvier. 
 
SOURCES: Captain S.S. Brown; San Francisco News Call Bulletin, February 3, 1965; H. 
David Baldridge, page 196, Clark, page 87 
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The Times (London), Wednesday, February 3, 1965, page 13  
and Thursday, June 9, 1966; page 11?  

© Global Shark Accident File, 1990. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File.  


