
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1964.02.14.a 
DATE: Friday February 14, 1964 
LOCATION: The incident took place off Nailou Village, Tunuloa, Natewa Bay, Vanua Levu, 
Fiji.  
16º30'S, 179º50'E (approximate location) 
 
NAME: Ivo Berabi 
DESCRIPTION:  The diver was a 17-year-old male from Nailou Village. He was wearing 
khaki shorts. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a bright sunny day and the air temperature was 86ºF. Fiji had been 
experiencing unusually  hot, humid weather. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was clear and the water temperature was between 78º and 
82ºF. 
ENVIRONMENT: Natewa Bay is a deep and long bay in northeast Vanua Levu. “It is the 
opinion of many people here that the apparent increasing danger of sharks is due to the 
extensive activities of the Japanese long line tuna boat which fish across the whole Pacific, 
down as far as the New Zealand coast,” said Stan Brown. “On the other hand, all ships 
which call in to Suva, a great number, have long strings of drying shark fins on deck. If 
figures are available to you as to the amount of fish taken each year by these fleets, and the 
numbers of sharks taken, it might be possible to test the feasibility of this theory.” 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 30 feet 
TIME: 10h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Ivo Berabi was spearfishing at the edge of the reef in front of his village. A 
companion suddenly heard a commotion and saw blood in the water. He found Berabi 
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under the surface, badly bitten.  
 
INJURY: Fatal. The diver sustained extensive lacerations to the buttock and left thigh, and 
his femoral artery was severed. He died before he was taken ashore. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to rescuers, the shark was “large”. 
 
SOURCES: Dr. Pita Nadiri; Fiji Times, February 19, 1964 edition 
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