
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1964.02.10 
DATE: Monday February 10, 1964 
LOCATION: The incident took place off a point west 
of Pukerua Bay, north of Wellington, North Island, 
New Zealand.    
41º1.5'S, 174º54.8'E 
 
NAME: K.R. Markham 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 26-year-old male, a 
research chemist with D.S.I.R. in Wellington. He was 
clad in a black rubber diving suit. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day and the air 
temperature was about 75ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, February 6, 1964. 
New Moon, February 14, 1964. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear and the sea 
temperature was between 65º and 70ºF, unusually 
warm for the area. 
ENVIRONMENT: Fish were plentiful. There was an unusually high number of butterfish, 
Odax pullus, and other species of fish the diver had never seen before. At the time of the 
incident he was not carrying any speared fish, although he had wounded but lost two 
butterfish. Markham later learned that his companion had speared a big blue moki, 
Latridopsis ciliaris, that bled freely moments before he encountered the shark. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 to 70 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 20 feet, but the incident took place three feet from the surface. 
TIME: 18h30 [5:30 p.m.] 
 
NARRATIVE: Dr. Markham and a friend, David Wilson of Epuni, had been in the water from 
14h00 to 16h30. Then they went back in again at 18h00. Markham was on the surface, 
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Pukerua Bay 



using a snorkel when he noticed a huge shoal of kahawai, Arripis trutta, passing at great 
speed. Out of the corner of his eye he noticed the shark. Initially the shark focused on the 
fish, then it approached Markham. The diver hit the shark on its snout with the butt of his 
speargun and the shark turned away. The shark went about 20 feet, made a 90º turn and 
charged the diver, its mouth open. Markham rammed the speargun into the shark’s mouth. 
There was a momentary struggle, then the shark released its hold on the gun, and swam 
about 80 feet away and hovered before departing. Markham swam backwards to shore, 
slowly, watching the sea below him.  
 
INJURY: No injury 
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: The steel shaft of the speargun bore teeth marks of the shark. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a white shark, Carcharodon carcharias, about 
10 feet in length. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard Weeks, GSAF 
 
SOURCES: New Zealand Herald, Wellington Post, February 17, 1954 editions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blue moki, Latridopsis ciliaris, are found around the 
South Island and the entire east coast of the North 
Island south of Cape Runaway down to depths of 
100m. It is a long-lived species and grows to a length of 
about 80 centimetres. 

Kahawai, Arripis trutta, are a predominantly 
northern species wandering south in 
summer months to Banks Peninsula and 
beyond. Normally this species moves in 
shoals of similar-sized individuals, harrying 
small fishes such as sardines and 
pilchards. Kahawai grow to a length of 
about 80 centimetres.  

Butterfish, Odax pullus, are a species of 
kelpfish found in shallow waters in rocky 
coastal areas of New Zealand. 
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