
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1964.02.05.a 
DATE: Wednesday February 
5, 1964 
LOCATION: The attack took 
place opposite the Surf Club 
Pavilion at St. Clair Beach, 
Dunedin, South Island, New 
Zealand.  
45º55'S, 170º30'E 
 
NAME: Leslie Francis Jordan 
DESCRIPTION: The swimmer, a 19-year-old male, was a law student and a member of the 
St. Clair Surf Lifesaving Club. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear and the air temperature was 55ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, February 6, 1964 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was clear and water temperature was below 58ºF. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 750 feet 
TIME: 06h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Ian Vivian Graham, 26-years old, and a friend, 19-year-old Robert Alexander 
‘Sandy’ McDowell were on 10-foot paddleboards at St. Clair Beach. They had been surfing 
since 06h30, were getting cold and decided to go in. McDowell caught a wave inshore to 
the beach and Graham was waiting for a wave when he heard a cry for help. He turned and 
saw Leslie Jordan 50 yards to the north, slightly inshore, yelling and waving his arms. 
Thinking Jordan had a cramp, he went to assistance, taking about a minute to reach him. 
 
Jordan told him that he had been bitten by a shark, showed him his leg and Graham saw 
that tissue was missing from “outside between the knee and hip” and that the water was 
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bloodied. “With his assistance, I placed him on my board, and he was lying diagonally 
across the board with his face towards the shore and his legs in the water from mid-thigh 
downwards,” said Graham. “Then I gave a signal to Sandy McDowell who was then on his 
way out to us. When he arrived we got our boards together and placed Les across them. 
The whole of his body was on the boards and I held his head out of the water. Just prior to 
McDowell reaching us, Les was assisting me to paddle and said, ‘Here it is again’, or words 
to that effect and I saw the shark about one arm’s length away from the board. It was right 
on the surface with its dorsal fin and tail out of the water…When McDowell reached us Les 
was unconscious. It took us about four to five minutes to paddle inshore and when about 15 
to 20 yards offshore a wave broke and all three of us were thrown into the water. McDowell 
and I assisted Jordan to the shore.”  
 
Hugh Donald Gillies, a witness on the beach, reported that as Jordan and his rescuers 
approached the breaker line, he noticed two large fins move in the water to the rear of the 
board. 
 
FIRST AID: Graham initiated mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. After some time McDowell took 
over mouth-to-mouth resuscitation and continued until the ambulance arrived and oxygen 
was available. “When I was relieved by McDowell,” said Graham, “I saw that the right leg 
below the knee was missing. I am of the opinion that the leg was intact with the exception of 
the piece from the thigh, when I first approached him. I am also of the opinion that the shark 
made a second attack taking the lower leg. This probably happened when Les and I were 
together on my board waiting for McDowell.” 
 
Dr. Stuart Alexander Ballantyne arrived on the beach shortly after the ambulance to find the 
St. Clair Surf Club members and a St. John’s Ambulance officer administering respiratory 
support. He could find no pulse, the patient’s pupils were dilated and non-reactive, but he 
commenced cardiac massage in conjunction with respiratory support and continued until the 
patient arrived at the Casualty Department of Dundedin Public Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead on arrival. 
 
INJURY: Walter George Stephen Smith, Police Constable stationed at St. Clair said: “The 
right leg was missing from the knee, and a large part of the thigh was also missing. The 
marks on the skin of the upper right leg at the injured part are consistent with the leg having 
been bitten off by a shark. The portion of the right thigh was also missing 11 inches from the 
knee and upwards to the groin. There was a deep laceration of the inside calf of the left leg. 
There was what appeared to be a tooth mark above and below this wound. There was an 
abrasion on the inside of the left knee, and small wounds on the thigh of the left leg from the 
knee to the buttock.”  
 
Eric Frederick D’Ath, Professor of Pathology at the Medical School, conducted the Post 
Mortem and testified: “I found the body to be that of a well-built muscular young man. The 
organs and tissues were pale from the loss of blood. The right leg had been amputated 
through the knee joint. Behind the leg just above the knee joint there was a gaping wound, 
the inner skin edge of which showed the marks of four teeth. There was a grazing mark six 
inches long and three inches wide on the inner side of the left leg. On the inner side of the 
left leg there was an incised type of wound seven inches long exposing the underlying 
muscle. In the centre of the exposed muscle was a clean-cut incision four inches long. The 
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wound was probably made by a fin. Just above the grazed wound was a puncture wound 
probably made by a tooth. The heart was normal in all respects. The lungs were pale and 
ballooned out. A quantity of fine whitish froth and water filled the air passages. The stomach 
contained about eight ounces of water. The remaining organs of the body were normal. The 
Post Mortem findings indicate that the deceased died by drowning. He probably became 
unconscious from loss of blood and shock while being brought it, and in this state inhaled a 
quantity of water. From the above detailed examination, I am of the opinion that the 
deceased died from asphyxia from drowning while unconscious from loss of blood and 
shock following an attack from a shark which completely amputated his right leg through the 
knee joint.” 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The shark was 10 to 12 feet [3 m to 3.7 m] in length and was 
thought to be a white shark, Carcharodon carcharias. At midday, members of the St. Kilda 
Surf Lifesaving club sighted two sharks 200 and 300 yards from the beach chasing a school 
of fish and seagulls were in the area. Baited set lines were anchored under floats about 400 
yards from the beach, but failed to catch any sharks. Afterwards the harbour defence launch 
Toroa patrolled the coast from Tairoa Head to St. Clair but saw no sharks.  
 
NOTE: Robert Alexander McDowell of Dunedin and Ian Vivian Graham of 
Christchurch were awarded the George Medal (at right) for their rescue of 
Jordan. 
 

SOURCE: Otago Daily Times, February 6 and 7, 1964 
 

CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard D. Weeks, Global Shark Accident File 
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