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ACTIVITY: Swimming (or Fishing) 
CASE: GSAF 1964.01.04 
DATE: January 4, 1964 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Tuvuca Island, Lomaloma, Lau Province, Fiji Islands.  
17º41’S 179º49’W 
 
NAME: Tale Meve 
DESCRIPTION: She was a 20-year-old female. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, January 7, 1964 
ENVIRONMENT: The Lau Group is a cluster of 57 islands and islets over 44,000 square 
miles (114,000 square km) of the South Pacific.  Tuvuca is a raised coral island with an area 
of 132km. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: “Very deep” 
TIME: 15h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The shark approached from the front and circled her before biting her thigh. 
Afterwards the shark swam to her friend who was swimming nearby, bumped her on the 



back  and then departed. She called for help to her other friends, but they fled to the safety 
of their canoes. She swam, unassisted to the nearest canoe and was hauled onboard. By 
the time she reached the canoe, she had lost a considerable amount of blood and lost 
consciousness when she was taken into the canoe. 
 
INJURY: The wound consisted of deep lacerations, with obvious teeth marks, on the 
anterior aspect of her right thigh. Seven  inches of thigh were avulsed down to the sciatic 
nerve.  
 
TREATMENT: She was treated at C.W.M. Hospital in Suva where the wound was debrided, 
five units of blood were given and all structures were surgically repaired.  She survived. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. 
 
SOURCES: Captain S. B. Brown (Box 169, Suva, Fiji); Smithsonian Institution Shark Attack 
File #1250 
 
NOTE: We also have a date of January 4, 1963 for this incident. 
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