
ACTIVITY: Resting on surface 
next to capsized yacht 
CASE: GSAF 1963.11.30.b 
DATE: Saturday November 30, 
1963 
LOCATION: The attack took 
place in Lyttelton Harbour, South 
Island, New Zealand. 
 
NAME: Charlie Dudley 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 20-
year-old male, 5'11" [1,8 metres] 
tall, weighed 154 lbs [70-
kilograms] and had no injuries 
before the attack. He was 
wearing grey sailing clothes and 
a yellow life-jacket. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was overcast, air temperature was about 12ºC, and there was a fresh 
north-to-east 30 kph breeze. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, December 1, 1963 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was grey and choppy, underwater visibility was nil, water 
temperature was 6ºC, and mean high tide was at 13h00. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 300 metres 
DISTANCE FROM ROCKS OR PIER: 300 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: Two metres 
TIME: 13h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Charlie Dudley’s yacht, Pixie Sail, capsized several times during the 
afternoon and Charlie and his companion, 14-year-old John Wilson, were in the water. 
Charlie was resting in the water alongside the yacht when he felt something grab his leg. 
When he reached down, it bit his hand and didn’t let go. Charlie rolled clear of the water 
onto the side of the boat and the shark came up with him, still grasping his hand. He 
described the shark’s behavior as aggressive and frenzied as the shark continued to shark 
him. The incident lasted about 60 seconds and Charlie continued to splashed at the shark 
until it released him and swam away. 
 
INJURY: Deep lacerations to the left hand, left thigh and left calf. There were visible teeth 
marks on his leg and flesh was removed from the posterior left leg. 
 
DAMAGE TO YACHT: There were teeth marks of the shark in Dudley’s yacht. 
 
FIRST AID: The Charteris Bay Yacht Club pick-up launch Te Wharau brought Charlie to the 
launch steps where ambulance personal administered first aid for shock and tended his 
injuries. Then he was transported to Christchurch Hospital, arriving there about 90 minutes 
after he was bitten by the shark. 
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TREATMENT: His leg wound required more than a hundred stitches, and skin grafts. 
Charlie reports that he did not feel any pain for the first two days. He was initially treated by 
Dr. Heath at Christchurch Hospital. Later he was transferred to Burwood Hospital, his 
surgeon was Mr. T. Milliken. Charlie said that he was on crutches for “a considerable time” 
and still has a visible scar. With regards to his hand, he found it initially difficult to 
compensate for his lost finger. Today he has no such difficulty although he did tell the GSAF 
investigator that he can’t straighten the fingers of his left hand. He is not afraid of sharks 
and says that he suffered no psychological trauma whatsoever. 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a shark two metres in length. Mr. Dudley’s description of a 
shark suggests a broadnose seven-gill shark may have been involved in this incident. 
 
SOURCES: Otago Daily Times, Monday December 2, 1963, page 7; Personal interview 
with Charlie Dudley; GSAF Questionnaire; Christchurch Star, July 29, 2005. 
http://www.christchurchstar.co.nz/storyprint.cfm?storyID=3645952 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard D. Weeks, GSAF 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Charlie Dudley 
Church Bay, RD1, Lyttleton 
Evening telephone: 03-3294606 
Daytime telephone: 026-491913 
Date of birth: 10-Aug-1943 
 
John Wilson, witness 
Somerfield Street, Christchurch 
Telephone: 03-9817987 
 
Dr. T. Milliken (surgeon), Burwood Hospital, Telephone: 03-9817897 
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Charlie Dudley recounts his shark attack, and holds a news clipping reporting the attack. Photo: Geoff Sloan 
 

The day a shark attacked 
 
29.07.2005  
 
By AMANDA LEGGE 
 
Well-known Banks Peninsula man Charlie Dudley has been attacked by a shark and fallen out of 
tall trees. 
 
Now he’s about to become the subject of an international study into shark attacks — even though 
his encounter in Lyttelton Harbour was more than 40 years ago. 
 
He still has clear memories of the day he was attacked and that knowledge is set to come in 
handy when he completes a questionnaire asking about the skirmish that happened on the last 
Saturday in November, 1963. 
 
Dudley, 62, received a letter and reporting form last week from an investigator for the Global 
Shark Attack File, based in Princeton in the United States. He plans to send it back to 
investigator Richard Weeks within the next two weeks. 
 
“I don’t have any problems remembering it,” he said. 
 
The long-time Church Bay resident was a 20-year-old builder’s apprentice when the shark attack 
happened. He was sailing with 14-year-old John Wilson in the R-class yacht Pixie between 
Church Bay and Quail Island when a gust of wind capsized the yacht.  
 
The pair were waiting in the water to be picked up when Dudley felt something grab his leg, hard. 
At first he thought it was Wilson having him on and put his hand in the water to push him. But 
when he brought it back up it was bleeding and he realised it was a shark. 
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They were rescued by a pick-up boat and Dudley taken to Christchurch Hospital with lacerations 
to his hand, thigh and calf. The third finger of his left hand needed to be amputated. 
Dudley said even though the attack happened many years ago, he was often asked about it. 
 
“People want to know about what happened. How they hear about it I don’t know. They other day 
someone asked if I was the guy ‘that got chewed up by a barracouta’. I said ‘not quite’.” 
 
At the time there was some suggestion it had been a barracouta that had attacked him. But 
Dudley has no doubts it was a shark. 
 
The attack did not dampen his enthusiasm for yachting.  
 
After spending three months in hospital recuperating, he was back out sailing “before the season 
finished”. “And I’ve carried on sailing ever since. It didn’t stop me,” Dudley said. 
 
His clear recollections of the attack will help him with the research for Princeton Investigator 
Richard Weeks, who is working from Dunedin, and who has collected accounts of unprovoked 
shark attacks worldwide over a number of years and now has about 350 records. 
 
Since Christmas he has been working for the Global Shark Attack File, including reviewing 
historical attacks in New Zealand. In the letter Weeks wrote Dudley, he said shark attacks in New 
Zealand waters were rare and any information he could provide would be valuable. 
 
Dudley has also made contact with his Wilson, his sailing partner on the day, to get his account of 
events to pass on. 
 
SOURCE: http://www.christchurchstar.co.nz/storyprint.cfm?story ID=3645952 
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