
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1963.11.28 
DATE: November 28, 1963 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Dravuwalu, Totoya Island [Loma ni toba], Lau 
Province, Fiji. 
 
NAME: Mereseini Wati 
DESCRIPTION: She was a 21-year-old domestic worker. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a clear and cloudless day. Air temperature was 84ºF.  
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, December 1, 1963 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea temperature was between 80º and 86ºF. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place on an offshore reef. The method of fishing 
practiced (primarily by women) was to float on top of the reef with their fishing lines dangling 
below them. It was during such a fishing trip with 18 other women that Wati was bitten by a 
shark. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 800 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 30 feet  
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Although Mereseini Wati had an almost-full fishing basked tied around her 
waist, there was no visible blood in the water from any of the fish, and no sharks were seen 
by any of the others except at the edge of the reef some 30 to 40 yards away. She was 
about 10 yards away from her companions, Ledua Vakaloloma and Wagabaca Betaki, 
when she caught another fish and “whilst holding it up in the air to take it off the hook”, she 
suddenly felt something tugging her right elbow. On looking around she saw a “brownish-
red shark with dark markings of about +4 feet in length with its jaws clamped onto her elbow 
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and facing forwards. She dropped the fish, called out to her two friends and began 
swimming towards them, and they began swimming to her. The shark let go of Mereseini’s 
elbow when she was only two yards away from her companions and did not attempt to bite 
her again, although it kept circling at the bottom of reef some 30 feet below. 
 
INJURY: The wound was muscle-deep and the radial nerve was severed. However, no 
major muscles were severed and although she had a “fair amount” of bleeding, she did not 
go into shock.   
 
FIRST AID: She was helped into the punt and a high arm tourniquet was applied, after 
which she was taken ashore and the Staff Nurse stitched her wounds. (The staff nurse was 
the only medical persion on the island and had her own dispensary.) On March 3rd the  
young woman’s injury was further repaired by Mr. De Beaux (Surgeon Specialist) and she 
convalesced at the Colonial Warm Memorial Hospital in Suva. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to Wati and her rescuers, the incident involved a tiger 
shark, Galeocerdo cuvier, more than four feet in length.  
 
REPORTED BY: Captain S. B. Brown (Box 169, Suva, Fiji) 
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