
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1963.11.25 
DATE: November 25, 1963 
LOCATION:  The incident 
took place in the Rewa 
River, 12 miles from the 
Estuary on Vita Levu Island, 
Fiji. 
 
NAME: Sumia Qio 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 
25-year-old male from 
Navutu village in Namasiki, 
and was clad in khaki 
shorts. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a warm and sunny day. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, November 24, 1963 
WATER CONDITIONS: The water was very murky. 
ENVIRONMENT: The incident took place in fresh water. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 30 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 10 feet 
TIME: 14h00  
 
NARRATIVE: Sumia had entered the water from a boat anchored in midstream with two 
companions, Kaveli Ratu and Adorosa Tuicolo, to spear fish, the occupation of all three. 
The shark bit him across his instep almost immediately. Sumia kicked out, freed his foot and 
surfaced. He grasped the boat’s gunwale and was about to haul himself aboard when the 
shark bit a second time across the heel. Sumia once more kicked his foot free and hauled 
himself into the boat. 
 
INJURY: His ankle and foot were bitten. 
 
FIRST AID: Both bites were bleeding copiously. He was taken to a nearby kombi (small 
truck) where his companions and his brother placed him on a tarp and accompanied him on 
the 12-mile trip to Colonial War Memorial Hospital in Suva.  
 
TREATMENT: When interviewed at the hospital on December 29, 1963, Sumia appeared to 
be well. He was in good spirits and of the opinion that he had lost very little flesh and was 
“just bitten”. However, hospital records written by the surgeon specialists state that “the foot 
was hanging by about one inch of skin and the bone. All tendons were cut and the posterior 
tibial vein and nerve were cut. The talo-cuboid joint was exposed. Debridement preparation 
for secondary sutures of tendons and Plaster of Paris applied. Lost about 2.5 pints blood.” 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. The shark was not seen. 
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