
ACTIVITY: Sea disaster 
CASE: GSAF 1963.09.26 
DATE: Thursday September 26, 1963 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Florida, USA. 
 
BOAT: Commercial fishing boat EV-ANN. 
OCCUPANTS: Ann L. Dumas, 25-years-old and seven months pregnant; James Dumas, 
27-years-old and Kenneth Crosby, 32-years-old. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The air temperature during the day was about 75ºF. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water temperature was about 80ºF and clear. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 miles 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 50 fathoms 
 
NARRATIVE: The boat struck an unknown object and sank within 10 to 15 minutes 
between 9:30 pm and 10:00 pm on September 24, 1963. The overhead canopy was torn 
loose by the fish box rising from its well on the boat. The canopy was used as a raft by the 
Dumas family and Kenneth Crosby. The canopy was 12  to 18 inches down in the water due 
to the weight of the people.  
 
They drifted all that night and next day, followed by the next night. Three hours after 
sundown Mrs. Dumas died to exposure, exhaustion and despair. 
 
James Dumas attached his wife’s body to the raft by running a piece of wire through the life 
jacket (cork type) on Ann Dumas.  At daylight, sharks appeared around the raft. Prominent 
among the sharks was a 10 to 15 foot tiger shark that repeatedly attempted to board the raft 
and bumped underneath to overturn the raft. His attacks were beat off by James Dumas 
and Kenneth Crosby using a two-foot stick torn from the canopy.  
 
Through heat, exposure, thirst and starvation, both men became delirious. The last they 
remembered the body was still on the raft. Evidently during the men’s delirium the sharks 
pulled the body from the raft. When a Coast Guard Seaplane sighted the canopy, three 
people were on the raft, but when the helicopter arrived only the two men were on the raft. 
 
INJURY: Although Mrs. Dumas died, sharks did not cause her death, however, it was 
assumed they took her body. 
 
TREATMENT: The survivors were transported to Mound Park Hospital in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, suffering from exposure and shock. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: A tiger shark and several dusky sharks were involved in this 
incident. 
 
SOURCES: Washington Post, September 27, 1963; James Dumas, Kenneth Crosby; Don 
A. Rece, Administrator, Mound Park Hospital. 
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