
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1963.11.04 
DATE: November 4, 1963 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean at Koop Reef, Truk (Chuuk), Eastern Caroline 
Islands, now a part of the Federated States of 
Micronesia.  
7º55'N, 151º55'E 
 
NAME: Akira 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 26-year-old male clad in 
print shorts. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day and there was no wind. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was clear but cold. 
ENVIRONMENT: Truk Lagoon is a large archipelago with mountainous islands surrounded 
by a string of islets on a barrier reef. During World War II, the lagoon was Japan’s main 
base in the South Pacific theatre, serving as the forward anchorage for the Japanese 
Imperial Fleet. Battleships, aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers, tankers, cargo ships, 
tugboats, gunboats, minesweepers, landing craft and submarines anchored in the lagoon. 
After capturing the Marshall Islands, on February 17, 1944, the United States launched a 
three-day attack against Truk Lagoon, destroying 275 aircraft and sinking 12 Japanese 
warships and 32 merchant ships. Today, Truk Lagoon is known as “the biggest graveyard of 
ships in the world” and visited by divers from around the globe. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: “On the reef” 
DEPTH OF WATER: Five feet 
TIME: 08h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Few details. The shark was apparently attracted to the speared and bleeding 
fish attached to a cord around his waist. 
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Coralline beach on volcanic island with fringing reef 
Truk, Federated States of Micronesia  



INJURY: The diver sustained a deep laceration six inches by eight inches in diameter on 
the upper left arm, resulting in tearing of skin, subcutaneous tissues and some parts of the 
muscles.  
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: There was not much bleeding on admission to Truk Hospital. 
The attending physician was Kiosi Anio, Medical Officer. Treatment consisted of removal of 
dead skin and tissues, approximation of tissues by suturing all under local anesthesia. 
Hospitalization with daily antiseptic dressing, analgesics, and antibiotics. Routine nursing 
care. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to Akira, the incident involved a tiger shark, Galeocerdo 
cuvier. 
 
SOURCE: Kiosi Aniol, Medical Officer, Truk Hospital. 
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