
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1963.02.24 
DATE: Sunday February 24, 1963 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Wombarra 
Beach, New South Wales, Australia. 34º17’S, 150º57’E 
 
NAME: Charles Dunn 
DESCRIPTION: He was an 18-year-old male. He was 
wearing a full neoprene wetsuit. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, February 24, 1963 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was “pleasantly warm” 
- in the 70s. Underwater visibility was 30 feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: Yellowtail and pike were abundant in 
the area. There was also a considerable amount of 
blood in the water from the speared fish. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: A half-mile 
DEPTH OF WATER: The water was 30 feet deep, but 
incident took place at a depth of 15 feet. 
TIME: Afternoon 
 
NARRATIVE: Peter Walker and Charlie Dunn were 
spearfishing together. Walker speared a 20-pound 
grouper that fought considerably and was bleeding, 
and there were other bleeding fish in a sugar bag 
attached to his belt. If the shark circled the two men, 
they were unaware of it; they were preoccupied with 
capturing and bagging the grouper. Walker, who was 
20 feet below the surface and 20 feet from Dunn said 
the shark charged upward at speed, hit Dunn’s lower 
leg between knee and ankle, and sped away. “I 
thought Peter was touching me on the leg but when I 
turned round it was a shark,” said Dunn. “The shark 
shook me by the leg and swam away. There was blood 
in the water and I thought I had lost my foot because 
one leg seemed lighter than the other. But I found later 
that the shark had knocked off my left flipper.” 
 
INJURY: The diver’s left leg was bitten by the shark. 
 
DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: The shark removed the 
diver’s swim fin and tore pieces from his wetsuit. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Initially, both divers 
thought the shark had only butted Dunn. When they 
became aware that he had been bitten, they abandoned the speared fish. Peter applied a 
tourniquet to the injured leg using the cord of the speargun while they floated in the water. 
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Then they began swimming to shore but were picked up by two fishermen in a launch when 
they were 600 yards from shore. The fishermen, George Saywell and Wentworth Sly,  
transported them to the nearest beach. The diver was admitted to Coledale Hospital where 
his wound was repaired with 50 stitches. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: “Boy, he was a fat shark — really wide and about 10 feet long,” said 
Dunn. The incident involved a bronze whaler shark. 
 
SOURCES: The Age (Melbourne, Australia) Monday February 25, 1963, page 2; The Times 
Record (Troy, NY), February 25, 1963; R.J. Funnell, USFA Safety Officer in Australian 
Skindivers Magazine, June/July 1963, page 8. 
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