
ACTIVITY:  Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1963.02.08 
DATE: February 8, 1963 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Taibaisa Passage off Gau Island, 
the fifth largest island in Fiji after 
Kadavu and is part of the Lomaiviti  
Island group. 
 
NAME: Jone Waitaiti 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 28-year-old 
male, and had a string of bleeding fish 
attached to his belt, and carried a 
crude eight-foot long steel-pointed 
barbless wooden spear. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, February 
9, 1963 
WEATHER: The sky was overcast 
and there was a cool northeast wind. 
ENVIRONMENT: The passage is a narrow cut in the 
surrounding barrier reef which concentrates pelagics from 
miles around. The incident took place near the edge of the reef 
adjacent to a sharp drop off into very deep water. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Five fathoms 
TIME: 10h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The shark attempted to seize the fish attached 
to Waitaiti’s belt and the man attempted to repel the shark but 
spearing the fish just behind its dorsal fin. The spear pulled 
loose and the shark swam away, turned, and approached the 
man from below. Unable to use his spear — it was too long 
and awkward — he attempted to fend off the shark with his left 
arm. In the process his arm was bitten. 
 
INJURY: The diver’s left arm was lacerated from mid-forearm to mid-upper arm. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The diver was flown to a hospital in Suva by the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Waitaiti was shown J.L.B. Smith’s Fishes of Southern Africa and 
identified the shark as a white shark, Carcharodon carcharias, seven feet in length. 
 
SOURCES: Stan Brown of Suva, Fiji (interpreter); Philip Helfrich, Hawaii Marine Laboratory 
(interviewer); Sun Times (Chicago), February 11, 1963 
 
NOTE: Stan Brown told Philip Helfrich of three other attacks which occurred about the same 
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time> One at the Koralevu Hotel on the south coast of Vita Levu, another at Beqa Island, 
and a third at Vanua Levu. Stan Brown’s address was Maroro Cruise and Charter Service,  
PO Box 169, Suva, Fiji 
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