
ACTIVITY: Surf fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1962.08.19 
DATE: Sunday August 19, 1962 
LOCATION: The attack took place on the Laguna Madre side of Padre Island about four 
miles north of Brazos Santiago Pass and across from Port Isabel, Texas, USA. 
26°07'32.55"N, 97°10'25.24"W 
 
NAME: Hans Fix 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 40-year-old male from McAllen, Texas. He was wearing black 
swimming trunks. He worked as a machinist, and was on an outing with his wife and 
children when the incident took place. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a bright sunny day. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, August 22, 1962 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was “clear”. 
ENVIRONMENT: He was using cut bait; either he had a supply of bait with him or had 
caught fish and attached them to a stringer tied to his waist. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Waist-deep 
TIME: 13h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Hans Fix was casting out into the surf, hoping to catch a red fish or “channel 
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Hans Fix 



bass”. According to Fix, he did not see the shark before it hit his right calf, jerking him down 
into the water. He got up and the shark hit him a second time. He tried to fend off the shark 
with his fishing rod but the shark grabbed his leg a third time. He called for help and Robert 
Lauer went to his assistance but was afraid to approach too closely as the water “was 
boiling with sharks”. Fix managed to get into shallower water and then Lauer grabbed hold 
of his hand and arm and finally managed to get him onto the shore. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. There were three bites to the right leg. The initial bite avulsed and almost 
severed the gastrocnemius muscle (calf of the leg), there were two additional bites: one just 
below the initial bite and another to the anterior leg just above the ankle. 
 
FIRST AID: A crowd had gathered by the time the two men reached the beach. Padre 
Island Safety Director Gus Zavaletta and two lifeguards, Darrel Windhaus and Elias Masso, 
provided first aid. A portion of a triangular bandage was wrapped around the detached 
muscle and tied against his leg. A strip of towel was bound around his leg just above the 
knee as a tourniquet and controlled the bleeding.  
 
TREATMENT: Fix was brought to the office of J. Hockaday, M.D. in Port Isabel by a private 
ambulance after a considerable delay. The ambulance stalled after leaving the beach with 
Fix and another ambulance was summoned which took 20 minutes to arrive despite 
traveling at nearly 90 mph. He was “pretty well bled out” when he arrived at Dr. Hockaday’s. 
“It was obvious that a transfusion of whole blood was needed, and quickly,” said Hockady. “I 
examined the wound but did not attempt to tie off any vessel since to do so would have 
caused further loss of blood and the tourniquet was functioning. There was but little 
bleeding in my office. While he was at my office I gave him 500 cc glucose solution 10% 
intravenous but no whole blood was available here.” The ambulance was ordered on to 
Mercy Hospital in Brownsville, where Dr. Karl A. Roth was notified to be on hand when the 
ambulance arrived, told that Fix had Type O blood and to start transfusion as quickly as 
possible. Fix arrived at the hospital 15 minutes after leaving Dr. Hockaday’s, the transfusion 
was started at the hospital, but the patient succumbed from loss of blood about thirty 
minutes later - two and a half hours after he was bitten by the shark.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. 
 
SOURCES: J. Hockaday, M.D.; Brownsville Herald, Monday, August 20, 1962; The 
Bridgeport Post, August 20, 1962;  Washington Post, August 21, 1962.  
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