
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1962.01.15 
DATE: Monday January 15, 1962 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
at Slipper Island off the Cormandel 
Peninsula, North Island, New 
Zealand. 
 
NAME: John Till 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 44-year-
old male. He was wearing a black  
neoprene wetsuit, and a white canvas 
weight belt with lead weights in the 
pockets. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, 
January 13, 1962 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: A 
quarter-mile. 
 
NARRATIVE: John T i l l  was 
spearfishing alone. He was just 
bringing a second speared fish to the 
float he was towing when the shark attacked. Till felt a "very heavy impact" on his left 
shoulder .The shark turned and came close again but veered off when Till splashed and 
kicked violently. He struck out for shore the shark following, “moving from left to right 
continuously like a sheepdog,” said Till. “When about one‑half way to shore [the shark] 
began to twitch and seemed very excited." At this time Till dived toward the shark which 
"came in straight and very fast; we met head‑on about six feet under. I hit him in the nose 
with the blunt end of the gun and he immediately turned and took up station again as 
before, going to and fro. He followed me right into the kelp and rocks on shore."  
 
INJURY: No injury. Shark struck his left shoulder, injuring his skin under his wetsuit. On the 
beach he noticed that the neoprene of his suit was "scored and scratched" at the left 
shoulder and a lead weight was gashed.   
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: In a letter dated November 18,1964, ichthyologist J. Moreland of 
New Zealand wrote that a lead weight from the belt "contains the tips of two teeth and a 
number of narrow incisions obviously made by narrow teeth. Tooth tip sections are isurid in 
character and agree more closely with those of a five‑ to six‑foot mako shark than either 
the porbeagle or white shark." 
 
SOURCES: Victor M. Coppleson (1962), page 254; David Baldridge, p.1432; Jack Randall 
(1976). 
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