
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing with SCUBA 
CASE: GSAF 1962.01.14.c 
DATE: Sunday January 14, 1962 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Pacific Ocean off Southeast Farallon 
Island, California, USA.   
37º41.4'N, 122º59.6'W 
 
NAME: Floyd Pair, Jr. 
DESCRIPTION: A 29-year-old male. He 
was wearing a black wetsuit, mask fins, 
weight belt and scuba tank, and he 
carried a speargun. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear and there 
was a light southwest breeze. 
SEA CONDITIONS: Underwater visibility 
was more than 20 metres; the seabed 
could be clearly seen from the surface. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: 10 fathoms  
TIME: 10h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Floyd Pair was one of 
more than a hundred divers participating 
in a spearfishing competition. When Pair 
entered the water there were about 20 
divers in the water.  
 

Pair dived after a fish but it got away. As 
he ascended and broke the surface of 
the water, a shark struck his right side 
and shook him violently. Looking down, 
Pair saw the shark had his legs in its 
mouth. He spat out his mouthpiece and 
hollered, “Shark! Shark! Help!”, while 
jabbing the shark’s head six or seven 
times with his speargun. The shark 
released the diver and swam away.  
 

After Pair was removed from the water, the shark remained in the area for several minutes, 
swimming at the surface while the remaining divers were summoned out of the water. At 
one point, the shark was seen following a diver who was towing a stringer of fish at the 
surface. 
 
INJURY: In the hospital emergency room, physicians described the injures as “serious 
fang-like lacerations to the right leg, with the femoral artery escaping injury by only a few 
millimeters.” 
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SPECIES INVOLVED: According to W.I. Follett, of the California Academy of Sciences in 
San Francisco, the incident involved a white shark, Carcharodon carcharias, approximately 
4.9 metres [16'] in length. 
 
SOURCE: Ralph Collier (2003), pages 34-35 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 14 — SURVIVES BOAT WITH SHARK 
— Floyd Pair, Jr., of Sacramento, Califl, receives medical 
attention in a San Francisco hospital today after being ferried by 
Coast Guard helicopter from a fishing boat near the Farallone 
Islands off the California Coast. Fair, who suffered a shark bite 
on his right leg, said he drove the big fish away with jabs to its 
face with his spear gun. He estimated the shark was 14 feet 
long. His skin diving gear had to be cut out to bare his leg after 
the encounter. 


