
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1961.09.06.R 
DATE: Reported September 6, 1961 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Adriatic Sea 
off Chioggia, Venice Province, Northern Italy. 
45°14'N, 12°17'E 
 

NAMES: Pollione Perrini, 33, and Fioravante Perini, 37. 
 

NARRATIVE: Pollione Perrini and Fioravanta Perini were 
crew on the trawler Falco. A shark which was captured 
with a large number of herring bit the two men. 
 

INJURY: Pollione Perrini sustained a bite to his left foot, 
while Fioravante Perrini right hand was bitten by the 
shark. 
 

FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Treated at the Civil Hospital 
 

SPECIES: Not identified, but the shark was reported to 
be one metre in length with a mass of less than 100 
kilograms. 
 

CASE INVESTIGATOR: Chris Moore, Global Shark 
Accident File. 
 

NOTE: This was a provoked incident. 
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Shark bites two Anglers from Chioggia 
Chioggia, Wednesday evening  

 A shark, captured with a large number of clupeidae, bit two anglers. The shark, which was about 
one metre long and weighed less than one hundred kilograms, bit thirty-three-year-old Pollione 
Perrini’s left foot and thirty-seven-year-old Fioravante Perini’s right hand. 
 

 Both seamen are part of the crew of the trawler “Falco”, belonging to Chioggia maritime district. 
Back at the port, the two men had their injuries given by the enraged cetacean*, soon 
overpowered, treated at the Civil Hospital.  
 

* The press report contains an error: cetaceans are marine mammals (whales, dolphins, and 
porpoises). Sharks, like skates and rays, are cartilaginous fish. 
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Translation by  
Elettra Zanetti  

Chioggia is located on a small island at the southern entrance to the lagoon of Venice.  
It is a “miniature version” of Venice with its canals and narrow streets. 


