
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1961.08.20 
DATE: Sunday August 20, 1961 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific 
Ocean near Salmon Creek, Sonoma County, 
California, USA.   
38°20.8'N, 123°04.5'W  
 
NAME: David Vogensen 
DESCRIPTION: A 16-year-old male wearing dark 
blue swimming trunks. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: Pleasant 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was cold and very 
clear. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Six metres 
TIME: 09h30 
 
NARRATIVE: It was a pleasant Sunday morning 
when David Vogensen decided to go for a swim, accompanied by several friends. They 
swam out to a sandbar about 75 metres from the beach and were returning to shore. The 
young swimmers crossed over a channel to a location about six metres from the beach.  
 

Vogensen saw the shark swim over the sandbar and parallel the beach until about 10 
meters from his location. The youth observed a large dark shape, a few feet below the 
surface, approaching him head-on. The shark circled Vogensen twice before grasping the 
lower groin and upper inner thighs of both legs. It held him for several seconds before it 
began mouthing his left leg down to the ankle.  
 

The youth was unaware of any sensation of pain, only a great deal of pressure, until his foot 
went numb. It was then that he knew a shark had bitten him. Vogensen made his way up 
the beach, where he collapsed, clutching his bloody trunks.  
 
INJURY: Vogensen sustained numerous slash wounds to his groin, with secondary 
lacerations to his left leg and foot. Several tendons and nerves were traumatized, requiring 
several hours of surgery to repair.  
 
TREATMENT: Vogensen was taken by automobile to Palm Drive Hospital in Sebastopol for 
emergency trauma care, but from the time her reached the beach until hours later in the 
hospital, events were unclear to the young man. Following emergency treatment, Vogensen 
was transferred to Hillcrest Hospital in Petaluma. Vogensen's physicians expected a 
complete recovery without any physical limitations.  
 
SPECIES: The shark's description and measurements of the wounds are indicative of a 
four-metre white shark. 
 
SOURCE: Shark Research Committee, http://www.sharkresearchcommittee.com/
unprovoked_swimmer.htm 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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