
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1961.07.29 
DATE: Saturday July 29, 1961 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in Long Island Sound at Whitewood 
Point on Lloyd Neck (about 80 miles 
from the ocean) in Oyster Bay, 
Nassau County, New York, USA.     
40º54’N, 73º22’W 
 
NAME: Bruno Junker 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 57-year-
old male from New York, an artist. 
He was wearing a black neoprene 
suit and boots. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear and the air temperature was about 80ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, July 27, 1961 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water temperature was 70ºF. Underwater visibility was about eight 
feet. The current was running out of the channel into the Sound as it was about one hour 
after high tide. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 feet from the beach, and two feet from a rock seawall. 
TIME: 14h30 
 
NARRATIVE: “We were in the Oyster Bay Channel about 75 minutes in the water diving, 
just snorkel diving, no tanks. We were spearfishing for blackfish. I had six blacks on a 
stringer on my belt, Gene Weindl had three, Norman Goebel had none.  Then we moved in 
to Whitewood Point to lay for striped bass. It has been my experience that striped bass will 
be attracted by killed fish. I had experimented keeping the fish on a stringer at the front of 
my speargun, we also have shark sticks, but on that day, not expecting sharks in that area, 
we did not bring them. In three years of diving, some of it at the ocean front, Rhode Island, 
Gardiners Island and outer harbor, New York. This was the first shark I ever met. 
 
“I felt a big soft body snuggling up to my left side, squeezing in between the seawall and 
myself. I am holding my speargun under my belly with the trigger finger down at my knee 
and the spear point near my head. As I turned to look at this commotion, I saw an 
unmistakable sharks belly and long tail close to me and instinctively shot into him, the spear 
entering the rear 1/3 of his body and coming out about the center on the other side. 
 
“He made for the deep water. I was on the surface being dragged along. I had him on the 
string. I figured if I could haul him in and grab him by the gills, I could control him. I did haul 
him in by the line and fumbled around his gills for about two seconds, trying to get a hold 
when he whipped around and at the same instant had his jaws locked around the shinbone 
of my right leg. I reached down with two hands, grabbed his jaws and tore them away from 
the leg, thereby lacerating three fingers on his teeth. He tore off again, I still had him on the 
string. Now I proceeded to swim to shore, dragging him onto the beach.” 
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FIRST AID: “My two companions were within 30 feet of me in the water, unaware of what 
was happening to me. I shouted to them and asked Goebel to finish off the shark and 
Weindl to help bandage me up, which they did. The leg was bleeding very little, the fingers 
profusely. While I carry three cameras: 35 mm color, #120 black & white, and  8 m/m 
movies, we were so excited that we did not think to make any stills. 
 
“On the way to the Club Capri Marina (I had trouble with one motor which was running quite 
slow) I decided to dump the shark, and asked Weindl to shoot some movies of him while I 
turned him around a few times then dumped him. Unfortunately we only have a few inches 
of the 8 m/m movies but quite a lot of frames which can be viewed individually. 
 
“At the Club Capri Marina the lifeguards refused to renew my bandages and rushed me to 
the doctor who cleaned and stitched the wounds on the leg.” 
 
INJURY / TREAMENT: “The shark had his lower jaw on the outside of the leg, the teeth 
were like needles about ¾” long and firmly embedded in the leg, about eight clean holes in 
a semicircle, on the inside there were a few small holes also and two gashes about 1½” 
long about 3/8" apart. The doctor (Sidney M. Bailey, M.D. of Port Washington, NY) did not 
like that at all and he was right; 10 days later the strip of flesh between the gashes began to 
decompose and it took four weeks of additional treatment to heal the wound.  The distance 
measured from the outside of one semi-circle around the shinbone to the outside of the 
other semi-circle is six inches. The holes in my suit on the outside are small punctures, one 
the inside which apparently was the upper jaw, they are slots about 3/8” long. The end 
lobes of three fingers were badly gashed but healed up nicely. The fourth finger of the left 
hand which was gashed with a cross cut, is still quite numb. 
 
“In the hope that this information will be of use to you and help other divers from not acting 
stupidly as I did.  In my account to the Riverdale Press about this shark attack, I did not 
mention that I had attacked the shark before it bit me because of my pending claim with the 
accident insurance company. “ 
 
NOTE: The GSAF considers this a provoked incident. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED:  “I never noticed the shark until he snuggled up to me, my two 
companions never saw any shark either. The shark was 43” long. Goebel marked him off 
against his speargun and later measured it from the gun. It was dirty white on the belly, light 
grey otherwise. Gene Weindl claims he had black streaks on the top of his tail. The skin 
was quite smooth.” 
 
REPORTED BY: Bruno Junker, November 1, 1961 
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