
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1961.04.25 
DATE: Tuesday April 25, 1961 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
off the breakwater opposite the Gaol 
in Trial Bay north of Kempsey in New 
South Wales, Australia. 
30º53’S, 152º52’E 
 
NAMES: John Davy and John 
Pierpoint. 
DESCRIPTION: Both men were from 
Kempsey 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, April 23, 1961 
SEA CONDITIONS: There was heavy surf, the  water  was cloudy and visibility was poor. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 15 feet 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The two men were spearfishing off the breakwater at the gaol when they 
spotted the shark feeding along the reef. “It moved away from us, but we wanted it,” said 
Davy.  
 

“I put a spear through its head and John swam up and fired another one into its skull. It 
dived deep under rocks. . . .I guess it was risky going after it but we did.  Suddenly it 
came out at us with a rush. Its teeth grazed my leg. We were on the surface of the 
water, and it went for John and tasted hard on to him. I grabbed hold of John and held 
him while he tried to tear the shark off his leg. In the confusion I must have lost my 
knife, and I couldn’t do any more than hold John up and let him have a go. The shark 
wouldn’t give an inch. Big waves were breaking over us. John somehow got his knife 
down the side of his leg, twisted it under the jaw of the shark and ripped open its 
mouth through to its throat. That’s the only way he was able to get his leg clear.”  

 

Then the two men towed the dead shark ashore. 
 
INJURY: Pierpoint sustained a series of wounds in his right leg, Davy was cut above the 
ankle. The injuries of both were superficial. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The two divers drove to Kempsey for medical care. Pierpoint’s 
injuries required stitches.  
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a  wobbegong shark, 54 inches in length. The 
spearfishermen said they brought the shark back to Kempsey and “cut it in pieces – 
hundreds of pieces.” 
 
NOTE: This is a provoked incident; the spearfishermen shot the shark (twice) before it 
displayed any aggression towards them. 

Trial Bay Gaol 
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Macleay Argus (New South Wales), April 27, 1961  


