
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing  
CASE: GSAF 1961.04.03 
DATE: Monday April 3, 1961 
LOCATION: Flinders Beach on the 
Mornington Peninsula, about 88 kilometres 
from Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.   
40ºS, 147º45’E 
 
NAME: Joe Prosch 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 24-year-old male 
from Northcote. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, April 1, 1961 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: A half mile. 
DEPTH OF WATER: 15 feet 
 
NARRATIVE: The spearfisherman had shot some 10 butterfish and attached them to his 
belt. The shark attempted to take the fish but grabbed one the diver’s lead weights instead 
and towed him through the water. “Then it let go and lunged at my right shoulder,” said the 
diver. “I lashed out with my elbow and knocked the shark aside, but its teeth caught the right 
sleeve of my diving suit and ripped it. All the time I was trying to get into position where I 
could shoot the thing with my speargun. I got my chance when the shark snapped one of 
the butterfish off the line and started eating it. I moved in to point-blank range and fired the 
spear through its right eye. The spear went right down through the shark’s mouth and 
locked its jaws together.” The shark thrashed around for 20 minutes before Prosch killed it 
with a knife. Then he towed the shark into shallow water, dragged it to some rocks and 
rested before getting help from nearby fishermen in bringing it ashore and loading it on to 
his utility vehicle. 
 
INJURY: No injury. The diver’s wetsuit was torn. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a grey nurse shark about nine feet in length 
with a mass of 200 pounds. The diver cut the shark up and sold the pieces for at fish shops 
on his way home, gave its caudal fin to a friend and kept the shark’s head. 
 
SOURCES: Gilbert Whitley citing the Sydney Morning Herald, April 4, 196; Launceston 
Examiner; H. David Baldridge, pages 133-134 
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