
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1960.08.30 
DATE: Tuesday August 30, 1960 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean off Ocean City, New Jersey, 
USA. 
 
NAME: Richard Chung 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 25-year-old male from Ridley Park, Pennsylvania, a medical 
student. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was partly cloudy and hazy, and the air temperature was 80ºF. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, August 29, 1960 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was clear and the water temperature was about 75ºF. 
ENVIRONMENT: The “boiling water” noticed by Chung indicates that schools of  fish were 
actively feeding in the area when he was bitten. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: One to three miles 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 35 feet 
TIME: 17h58 
 
NARRATIVE: Chung went to Ocean City several times during the year and was training for 
26-mile swimming race. He was swimming very fast that day; he had only two and half 
hours to train because he was to meet a friend on the shore. He did not see any shark fins, 
but as he turned towards shore, he “noticed a big circle of boiling water.” Then a shark hit 
his leg; it was “as hard as being tackled on a football field, and then a second shark 
attacked me from the opposite side.” He hit one of the sharks in the jaw and then saw three 
sets of fins break the surface. A shark about 10 feet in length cruised past but it displayed 
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1960 : Ocean City, NJ 



TREATMENT: Chung underwent surgery at Shore Memorial Hospital in Somers Point, New 
Jersey. The attending physicians were Dr. George Godfrey and Dr. V. Earl Johnson (Shore 
Memorial), and Dr. William Erb and Dr. Alan Hume (Taylor Hospital, Ridley Park, PA). 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The dorsal surface of the shark was dark gray and cream-colored on 
the ventral surface.  
 
SOURCES: Richard Chung; Dr. Godfrey; Daily Review (Hayward, CA), Wednesday, August 
31, 1960 
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