
ACTIVITY: Shark fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1960.07.03 
DATE: Sunday July 3, 1960 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in Hog Island Bay, 
Northampton County, Virginia, 
USA.  
37º25'N, 73º43'W 
 
NAME: Elsworth (John T.) Smith 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 41-
year-old male, a commercial 
shark fisherman from Willis 
Wharf. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, 
July 1, 1960 at 23h48 
ENVIRONMENT: Mrs. Smith said 
that her husband fished every flood tide, day and night, from July to August. The nets are 
put out, allowed to drift for an hour or two, and are pulled slowly into the boat at the height 
of the tide. Smith had been bitten several times, but “never like this,” said his wife, but his 
brother “once lost a thumb to the sharks,” she added. 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Smith and his brother, Theodore, were at work in Hog Island Bay, pulling in 
their drift nets and removing the sharks. As they were removing the shark from the net and 
preparing to throw it in the boat, the shark flipped and caught and bit Smith’s arm. 
 
INJURY: His right arm was severely bitten between the wrist and elbow. 
 
FIRST AID: The fishermen headed toward shore but before they had gone far they were 
met by sport fishermen from Norfolk. Smith was transferred to the yacht and rushed to Willis 
Wharf. From there he was transported to the hospital. 
 
TREATMENT: He was admitted to Northampton-Accomack Hospital in Nassawadox, 
Virginia and was reported to be in fair condition the following morning. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The sharks Smith and his brother netted were sand sharks which 
range from 10 to 100 pounds and are sold commercially as “steak fish”.  
 
NOTE: This was a provoked accident. 
 
SOURCE: Salisbury (Maryland) Times, July 7, 1960 edition. 
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