
ACTIVITY: Scuba diving 
CASE: GSAF 1960.06.24 
DATE: Friday June 24, 1960 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic 
Ocean off Dania Beach, Broward County, Florida, 
USA.   
26º6'N, 80º8'W 
 
NAME: William F. Fey 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 39-year-old male from Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, a diving supervisor  N.O.L.T.F. 
he was wearing a wetsuit jacket. An experienced 
diver, he had been diving in Florida waters for nine 
years. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was cloudy and the air 
temperature was 85ºF. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, June 23, 1960 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky, visibility 
was seven to ten feet, and the sea temperature was 
78ºF. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Two miles 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 70 feet, but incident took place 10 to 12 feet 
below the surface of the water. 
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Fey and his diving partner were diving on navy units and returning to the dive 
boat. “I remained about 10 feet below the surface, while he went to the surface to take a 
bearing,” said Fey. As he came down to 10 feet, I followed him and at this time the shark cut 
between the two of us and hit his swimfins as he turned towards me. He stayed about two 
feet under me as he circled. At this time I noticed a shark hook in one side of his mouth and 
another hook with a six-inch wire leader protruding from the other side of his mouth. He kept 
going for my fins and as I would kick him, he would roll over and come right back. I had a 
three-pronged gig in my hand with a wooden handle. I kept hitting him on the nose or snout 
as I rose to the surface. 
 

“I finally attracted the attention of the diving boat. They did not know what was occurring but 
knew I appeared to be in trouble. By this time I had drifted about 400 feet away. The alerted 
the standby boat which came to the area and picked me up. The shark followed me to the 
diving ladder, which I made in one leap. The length of time from contact until I was picked 
up was about 10 minutes.” 
 
INJURY: No injury 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Fey identified the shark as a mako shark, about six to seven feet in 
length. 
 
SOURCE: William F. Fey, BMC (DU) USN RET. 
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