
ACTIVITY: Free diving for abalone 
CASE: GSAF 1960.04.24 
DATE: Sunday April 24, 1960 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Pacific Ocean at Bird 
Rock, a mile south of Tomales 
Point, Marin County, California, 
USA.   
38º13.8'N, 122º59.5'W. 
 
NAME: Frank I. Gilbert 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 48-
year-old male from Petaluma and 
worked for Railway Express 
Company. He was wearing a full 
black neoprene wetsuit with hood 
and booties, a black mask and 
black swim fins. Only his hands 
were exposed. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day and the temperate was in the 60s. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, April 25, 1960 
SEA CONDITIONS: The incident took place at high tide. The water was murky and the 
underwater visibility was about four feet. The sea temperature was in the 50s. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 feet from the island. 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: 20 feet, but the incident took place at the surface. 
TIME: 14h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Gilbert was lying prone on the surface, kicking slightly as he rested. Frank 
Gilbert describes the incident: 
“I was diving for abalone on the east side (toward the mainland) of Bird Rock. I swam 
against the current to where I knew there was a big submerged rock. I made one 
exploratory dive, picked up one abalone, and put it in the net at the surface. I made a 
second dive, picked up two abalones, took them up to the net and was lying on the 
surface, face down, with my feet out behind me, kicking lightly and resting. I was using a 
snorkel and face plate. I felt a tug on my right foot, but it was not violent. I rolled over on 
my back to see what it was, and could see the back and dorsal fin of a shark. The fin was 
working slightly. I would estimate its height as 18 inches. I hollered to my partner, Loren 
Gossage, to get back into the boat because a shark was after me. I then realized that my 
boot was cut and the fin was gone, but I did not know that I was cut; there was no pain.  I 
started splashing the water, hauled myself up on my tube and headed back to the boat.” 

 
INJURY: Gilbert continues:  
“I later found that my right foot had been cut in three places: a 1¾” knifelike cut (requiring 
11 sutures) slightly curved downward at the ends on the right side of the foot starting ¾ 
inch behind the base of the little toe; a ½” cut on the front part of the bottom of the heel; 
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DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT: The diver’s swimfin was bitten. 
 
TREATMENT: The diver was treated at Hillcrest Hospital in Petaluma. The attending 
physician was Wayne Lewis, M.D. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to W.I. Follett, the incident involved a white shark, 
Carcharodon carcharias, approximately 4.9 metres [16'] in length. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATORS: W. I. Follett, California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco; 
Ralph Collier 
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