
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1960.02.27.b 
DATE: Saturday February 27, 1960 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Mangawhai, 
near Auckland, North Island, New Zealand.  
36º8'S, 174º36'E 
 
NAME: Laurie Ross 
DESCRIPTION: He was A 22-year-old male, a Navy 
diver. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, February 27, 1960 at 
06h23 
DISTANCE FROM ROCKS: 20 feet 
 
NARRATIVE: Laurie Ross and Frank Harris had been 
spearing moki and had three or four in a sack tied to a 
rubber tube floating on the surface when the sharks 
approached from below. “When we spotted them we 
tried to keep the splashing to a minimum by treading 
water,” said Harris. “One minute [the sharks] were 
about 15 feet below us, the next they were circling 
about two feet below our legs and coming closer with every sweep. If either of had fired our 
spearguns, it would only have antagonized them. We were both holding our breath and 
moving just enough to stay afloat, when the bigger of the three — he might have gone 13 
feet — turned and started to run at Laurie. Just then the moki in the bag started to thresh 
about. All three sharks — including the one which was having a go at Laurie — whipped 
around and started tearing at the buoy and fish bag. The one making a run at Laurie belted 
his leg with its tail as it turned to attack the bag. We got out of there so fast and on the 
nearest rock we were almost water skiing.” 
 
The two men clambered out on a rock and watched the sharks swallow the rubber buoy, 
sack, the three moki and part of the buoy’s anchor line. Next day they returned to the area 
but could find no trace of their equipment. 
 
INJURY: No injury, leg bumped 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a bronze whaler shark, about 13 feet in length. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard D. Weeks, Global Shark Accident File 
 
SOURCES: Auckland Star, February 29, 1960; 
Victor M. Coppleson (1962), pages 253-254 
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