
ACTIVITY: Sea Disaster 
CASE: GSAF 1959.09.26.b 
DATE: Saturday September 26, 1959 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean off Port Everglades, Broward 
County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Robert Walker 
DESCRIPTION: A 29-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, September 
24, 1959 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Three miles 
 
NARRATIVE: On September 25, 1959, 
Robert Walker and 45-year-old James 
Plouff, went fishing in a small boat three 
miles off Port Everglades. At 16h00 the 
boat’s outboard motor ran out of gas. As they were refueling, a large wave capsized their 
boat. Plouff grabbed a boat cushion as currents swept him away from the overturned craft. 
Walker clung to the boat until it sank, then he grabbed one of the floating cushions. 
 
Walker spent a harrowing night. It was after dark when he felt movement in the water, then 
a shark bumped him. Next the shark tugged at his clothes. Then it bit his hands, pulling him 
five feet below the surface, but Walker managed to shake the shark loose. The shark 
disappeared for a time. Then it returned and, according to Walker, accompanied by 10 other 
sharks, which he fended off by kicking at them throughout the night. 
 
Plouff drifted alone in the cold water all night. He was thoroughly miserable but he was not 
bothered by sharks. Next morning he was rescued by a charter boat that immediately 
notified the Coast Guard. The message was heard by Mr. A.V. Francis on another boat just 
a few miles away. Francis scanned the water and spotted the missing man. As he pulled 
Walker from the sea, the sharks were still circling the bleeding, semi-conscious man. 
 
INJURY:  Walker sustained numerous bites on his hands and feet. 
 
TREATMENT: At the hospital, 60 stitches were needed to close Walker’s wounds. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED:  Walker identified one of the sharks as a hammerhead shark. 
 
SOURCES: Amarillo Globe-Times, Monday September 28, 1959; Eureka Humboldt 
Standard, December 26, 1959; The Saltwater Sportsman, Volume 20 (11):page 7; Perry 
Gilbert, Leonard Schultz and Stewart Springer (1960). 
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The San Diego Union, Tuesday September 29,1959 
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