
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1959.05.30 / SA-131 

DATE:  Saturday May 30, 1959  
LOCATION:  The incident took place at Bird Island in 
Algoa Bay, South Africa. 33º50'S, 26º17'E 
 
NAME: Tony Dicks 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 23-year-old male and 
Captain of the Dolphin Underwater Club. 
 
BACKGROUND 

MOON PHASE: Third 
Quarter, May 29, 1959 
 
BACKGROUND:  

ENVIRONMENT: The Bird 
Islands of Algoa Bay lie 62 
kilometres from Port 
E l izabeth  and e igh t 
kilometres from the nearest 
mainland at Woody Cape. 
The colony of South African 
gannets, Morus capensis, 
on Bird Island is the largest 
colony of this species, and 
the largest gannetry in the 
world. The penguin and 
gannet colonies on the 
islands of the Bird Island 
group also represent the 
easternmost colonies of 
these species. The colony 
of  Cape fur  seals, 
Arctocephalus pusillus, 
breeding on Black Rocks of 
the Bird Island group 
represents the easternmost 
breeding range for this 
species.  The waters 
surrounding these islands 
attract white sharks that 
feed on the seals. 
 
NARRATIVE: Tony Dicks 
was shooting yellowtail. 
When a white shark began 
circling him, Dicks shot the 
shark.  
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East London Daily Dispatch  
June 3, 1959 



 

The shark sounded, then circled and charged the diver. “It came at me without hesitation”, 
said Dicks. “Not fast, but deliberately, head-on.”  For a few moments he was able to keep 
the shark at bay with his speargun. Then the shark bit the gun and wrenched it from his 
hand. 
 

Dicks pushed himself away from the shark's snout, grabbed hold  of the shark behind its 
gills, and another diver, Clive Tutton, shot and killed the shark. 
 
INJURY: The diver was not injured by the shark.  

 

SPECIES: The incident involved a 2.7 m [9'], 280-lb white shark.  
 
SOURCES: East London Daily Dispatch, June 3, 1959; Interview with Chris Middleton. 
 

CASE INVESTIGATOR: Marie Levine 
 
NOTE: This is considered a provoked incident; it was a retaliatory response by a shark after 
it was shot by the diver. 
 
Dicks held the spearfishing record for a shooting a 127,2-kilogram  white shark, but in an 
effort to prevent similar incidents - and possibly tragic consequences - the South African 
Underwater Union no longer accepts spearfishing records for sharks.  
 
Unfortunately, on March 8, 1968 Tony Dicks died during the National Spearfishing 
Championships held off Seal Island, False Bay. He hyper-ventilated and lost consciousness 
while ascending from a 21-metre dive and drowned. 
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