
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing / free diving 
CASE: GSAF 1959.05.03 
DATE: Sunday May 3, 1959 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Gulf of Mexico off Panama City,  
Bay County, Florida, USA.  
Approximately 30ºN, 86ºW 
 
NAME: Ernie Grover 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 19-year-old 
male, a sophmore majoring in marine 
biology at Gulfcoast Community 
College. He was wearing a black 
bathing suit and a black wetsuit. 
BOAT: Grover was one of a party of four divers using two boats. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day and the air temperature was 85ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, April 29, 1959. New Moon, May 7, 1959. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water temperature was 65ºF and the sea was murky. 
ENVIRONMENT: “Line fishermen  were catching ling 30 feet from me. I had just shot two 
good-sized ling; they must have weighed 20 to 30 pounds, but both had wiggled off the 
spear,” said the diver. “The water was full of blood from the ling I had wounded and I believe 
the shark thought I was a wounded fish.” 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: A half-mile to one mile 
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TIME: 10h00 
 
NARRATIVE: “Four of us, all members of the Dolphins Skindivers Club, were fishing for 
ling with spearguns. … I was in a stooped position, my head was well out of the water, and 
attempting to cock my speargun for another shot at the ling when the shark hit me from 
behind. 
 
“It felt like a boat had hit me…My first reaction was to try to break away at all costs. I knew 
that if I didn’t break away from the shark instantly, he would take me down and I wouldn’t 
stand a chance. The shark must have been moving fast, because he hit me with the power 
of a jet plane. This big boy got my left leg and a portion of my back in one bite. I could feel 
my back and leg in his mouth. 
 
“As soon as the shark hit me, I disengaged the spear shaft from the gun, struck [the shark] 
several times, but the spear wouldn’t penetrate his tough hide. Seeing this wouldn’t work, I 
threw the spear away and ran my hands into the shark’s mouth. …I was really gouging and 
trying to pry that big mouth loose from my body at the same time. That’s how I cut my 
hands. 
 
“My fingernails must have injured the shark because he turned me loose. I took of for a 14-
foot fishing boat nearby, swimming the hardest I ever have. I jumped into the boat like a 
porpoise making a big leap. The men in the boat said they had never seen anyone swim so 
fast.” 
INJURY: The diver’s cheek, hands, back and posterior thigh were lacerated by the shark. 
 
TREATMENT: Some 80 stitches were needed to close the diver’s wounds at Lisenby 
Hospital in Panama City. Each finger required two or three stitches and there were cuts on 
his palms and wrists. He remained hospitalized for four days. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to Grover, the incident involved a tiger shark about 3.7 
metres  [12'] in length and weighing 800 to 1,000 pounds. 
 
SOURCES: The New Mexican, Monday, May 4, 1959; Miami Herald, May 5, 1959; et. al 
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