
CASE: GSAF 1959.03.00 
DATE: March 1959 
LOCATION: The incident took place near Key Largo, Monroe 
County, Florida, USA. 
 
BOAT: Fiberglass boat. 
OCCUPANT: Robert Straughan, a 35-year-old male from Coconut 
Grove, Florida. He was a marine collector and author. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day and the air temperature was 78ºF. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was clear and the water temperature 
was 70ºF. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Six miles 
DEPTH OF WATER: Eight to 10 feet 
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: “I was just preparing to dive when I noticed a very large tiger shark swimming 
along the edge of the reef so I started following him in the boat,” said Straughan. “I stayed 
over him for perhaps five minutes or more and was attempting to drive him from the area so 
I could dive.  The fellow was quite short-tempered for after a very few minutes, he stopped 
swimming away and instead started circling the boat. It was a flat calm day and he could 
look up and see me clearly. Suddenly, he swam off about 20 or 30 feet and turned 
extremely fast back to the boat. He hit the boat right in the center and lifted the rear end 
clean out of the water. I have no doubt he tried to knock me overboard. He swam away after 
the one assault.”  
 
INJURY: No injury to occupant. 
 
DAMAGE TO BOAT: “After he was gone I went into the water and found that he had ripped 
away a piece of fiberglass and wood about a foot in diameter. If it had been a light boat he 
would have gone right through.” 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: A tiger shark. “He was approximately 14 feet long [4.25 metres] as I 
compared him with the length of the boat.”  
 
SOURCE: R. Straughan, as told to R. F. Hutton, Florida Shark Story, Mary 30, 1959  
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