
ACTIVITY: Netting prawns 
CASE: GSAF 1959.01.31 
DATE: Saturday January 31,1959 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Swan 
River off Mends Street Jetty in South Perth, Western 
Australia.   
32º07'S, 115º44'E 
 
NAME: George Edward Rudd 
DESCRIPTION: A 20-year-old male from Shenton 
Park. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, February 1, 1959 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 75 yards 
TIME: After dark 
 
NARRATIVE: George Rudd and 60-year-old Jack 
Gloyn were netting prawns when the shark appeared. 
Gloyn was the first to see from the lights of the nearby 
tennis court. “I stood quite still when Jack told me it 
was there,” said Rudd. “It came past the front of the 
net and suddenly rolled on its side and shot towards 
me. I jumped back and it grazed my legs as it went 
between the net and me. We both started to yell for 
help and I dropped my end of the net and headed for 
shore. The shark started to follow me in and onlookers 
said it was right behind me.” Rudd made his way 
through the thick mud at the river’s edge and raced to 
the jetty for a dinghy but could not undo the chain. 
Meanwhile, the shark circled Gloyn and the man 
became entangled in the net. “I jabbed at it with boles 
and hit in the head when it came too close,” said 
Gloyn.  
 
Rudd looked back and saw Gloyn still fending off the shark so he grabbed a tennis racquet 
from a player and ran back to help Gloyn. The men’s shouts had alerted local residents, and 
two men stripped to the waist and waded out to help Gloyn, arriving there as Rudd returned 
to help. As the three men approached, the shark swam away. 
 
INJURY: His shin was grazed by the shark’s tail. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: A grey nurse shark, five to six feet in length. 
 
SOURCES: West Australian (Perth) and Sunday Times, February 1, 1959 
The Age, Monday February 2, 1959, page 5 
Perry Gilbert, Leonard Schultz & Stewart Springer (1960) 
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George Rudd 
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