
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 1959.01.15 / SA-129  
DATE: Thursday January 15, 1959 
LOCATION: The incident occurred in front of the public 
conveniences at the intersection of Beach Road and 
Burnard (or Barnard) Road, about 1,6 kilometres from 
the Strand Pavillion at Melkbaai, 139 kilometres from 
Table Bay, Western Cape Province, South Africa. 
34°06'S, 18°33'E 
 
NAME: Fanie Schreuder 
DESCRIPTION: He was an 18-year-old male, blonde-
haired and tanned. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The weather was fine and warm with light 
southerly to south-westerly breezes.  
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, January 16, 1959 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was clear and calm. The 
water temperature was 18° to 20°C. 
ENVIRONMENT: The press reported that hundreds of 
sharks had been seen by fishermen off the Strand and 
Gordon's Bay in the weeks preceding the incident and 
two three-metre sharks had been seen at Melkbaai on 
January 11. Thirty minutes earlier small fish and grey 
sharks (vaalhaai) had been shot by spearfishermen in 
the vicinity of the incident. Four days afterwards two 
three-metre sharks were seen off Melkbaai. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 20 yards 
DEPTH: 1,2 metres 
TIME: 16h15 
 
NARRATIVE: Fanie Schreuder had come from the Pavilion to Melkbaai in a cabin cruiser 
with his friends. They anchored 200 metres offshore and swam around the boat for about 
30 minutes. Schreuder swam to shore and back twice. He was returning to the boat but had 
stopped swimming and was floating on his back. There were at least a hundred bathers 
around, said Jurie Prins, who was a metre away from Schreuder when the shark's dorsal fin 
broke the surface. Seconds later the shark struck Schreuder's leg. He stood up and saw the 
shark circling. As he made for shore, the shark seized his leg above the knee. Schreuder 
kicked out with his feet but the shark held on so he grabbed the shark by the jaws, then hit 
the shark's snout and succeeded in freeing himself.  Schreuder reached the beach and was 
helped ashore by Prins. 
 
INJURY:  Schreuder sustained a 15-centimetre laceration on his thigh, and both wrists were 
lacerated. 
 
FIRST AID:  Unknown. 
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TREATMENT: He was treated at Hottentots-Holland 
Hospital. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to Schreuder and 
Prins, the incident involved a white shark between 
1,8 and two metres in length. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Marie Levine 
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