
ACTIVITY: Free diving 
CASE: GSAF 1958.07.02 
DATE: Wednesday July 2, 1958 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Gulf of Mexico off the south end of Point of 
Rocks, Siesta Key, Sarasota County, Florida, USA.   
27º15'N, 82º35'W 
 
NAME: John Hamlin 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 20-year-old male from Sarasota, a student. He was wearing a 
mask and swim fins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, July 1, 1958 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky 
ENVIRONMENT: Point-of-Rocks is named for an unusual outcropping of flat limestone 
rocks along the beach. The rocks stretch out into the water for several hundred feet. It is 
one of the most interesting and accessible snorkeling spots on the Gulf coast of Florida. 
The water is rarely deeper than six feet, and there are literally acres of water less than three 
feet deep over the rocks.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Several yards 
DEPTH OF WATER AT INCIDENT SITE: Six feet 
TIME: 14h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Hamlin was free diving when he spotted the shark lying among the rocks. He 
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grabbed the shark by the tail with both hands and tried to pull it to shore, swimming 
backwards. The shark swung its head from side-to-side and grabbed the inner part of 
Hamlin’s left leg about two inches below the knee. Then Hamlin let go of the shark’s tail and 
the shark released its grip and swam away. 
 
INJURY: The wound left an elliptical scar 1¾" across. The two halves of the ellipse show 
clearly the fine markings of small teeth. The wound was not a serious one but will obviously 
leave a permanent scar. 
 
FIRST AID: Hamlin rested on the beach for about 30 minutes, until bleeding from the 
wound had practically stopped. He then felt well enough to continue diving. 
 
TREATMENT: None 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident involved a nurse shark, about 1.5 metres [5’] in length. 
Hamlin was very familiar with this species as smaller ones are common under the rocks in 
this area and he had caught many up to about three feet long by grabbing their tails. 
Although this incident should not be classified as a shark attack (it is a provoked incident), it 
is recorded because it is often thought nurse sharks will not bite, even when annoyed. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Dr. Eugenie Clark from personal interview with Hamlin, a personal 
friend and diving companion, on April 30, 1959. 
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