
ACTIVITY: Spear fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1956.12.26 
DATE: Wednesday December 
26, 1956 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place off the south end of 
Samarai Island, Milne Bay, New 
Guinea.  
 
NAME:  Pat terson (John) 
Nikuniko 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 19-
year-old male from Vurawara 
Village, Baniara Subdistrict. He 
was a counter hand with a local 
business firm. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was a sunny day. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, December 24, 1956 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was clear. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 30 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 12 feet 
TIME: 13h00 
 
NARRATIVE: He was spear fishing with three others off the southern end of Samarai 
Island. He had apparently speared some fish which were attached to his belt. The shark bit 
him twice. The other three swimmers made for shore on the first attack and watched the 
second from shore. The remains were taken from the water after the shark moved off. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. During the first assault, the shark severed his left leg at the hip. The second 
bite removed the left side of the torso. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: An eight-foot tiger shark was caught 40 hours later. When the 
shark’s stomach was opened the boy’s shorts were found in its gut. The shark was 
identified by E. Evennett and R. Taylor. 
 
NOTE: This was the second fatality at Samarai Island in less than a week. On December 
24, 1956 Titus Tiso was fatally injured by a shark at Samarai Island. According to Rapson, 
the victim was from Wedau and he was swimming. 
 
SOURCES: Beavis; District Commissioner, Samarai; The Age (Melbourne), Saturday 
December 29, 1956, page 2; A.M. Rapson, page 149 

© Global Shark Accident File, 1993. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 



© Global Shark Accident File, 1993. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 



 

THE INCORPORATED KWATO EXTENSION ASSOCIATION 
 

Kwato,Samarai 
Papua 
Aug. 14, 1961 

 
Mr. L. C. Yelland 
Native Hospital 
Samarai 
 
Dear Mr. Yelland: 
 
 I am sorry to have been so long in replying to your letter inquiring about shark casualties in 
1956. 
 
 On Dec. 17th of that year an 18 year-old lad Titus Tiso who had a scholarship to Geelong 
Grammar School, was killed by a shark close to the Kwato wharf. As far as memory serves it 
was not more than 2 days later that a boy bathing off the rocks in Samarai was taken. People 
fished for the shark and the following day an 8 ft. shark was caught with a pair of shorts in it’s 
stomach, which was said to be the shorts that this boy was wearing. He too was a student.  
I think he was a Wedau boy, but not at school in Australia. 
 
 About the same time or possibly a week or so later someone was taken from Divinai, on 
the northern arm of Milne Bay. 
 
 Signed Russell Abel 
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