
ACTIVITY: Freediving for sinkers 
CASE: GSAF 1956.10.27 / SA-114 
DATE: Saturday October 27, 1956 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Western Cape Province at False Bay between 
Sunny Cove and Glencairn, 100 kilometres from Table Bay, Western Cape Province, South 
Africa.   
34°09,6'S, 18°26,2'E 
 
NAME: Graham Smith 
DESCRIPTION: The diver was a 29-year old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The weather was fair but cool. The Cape Point meteorological station recorded 
temperatures from 9° to 15°C, and no rain. At 08h00 there was 2/8 cloud cover and a 
moderate fifteen-knot south-westerly breeze. The wind remained steady at 14h00 and there 
was 3/8 cloud cover. 
MOON PHASE: Third Quarter, October 26, 1956 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea temperature was about 18°C and the water was clear. 
DEPTH: Six metres 
 
NARRATIVE: Graham Smith and a friend, David Elliott, were recovering sinkers. Elliott was 
swimming on the sea bottom using SCUBA gear. Smith, using only a snorkel, was on the 
surface near their float. (The float was a rubber tube with net attached to hold the sinkers.) 
“Something made me turn around,” said Smith, “and as I did so I saw the shark coming for 
me. He was only a few feet away, jaws open and turned on his side, heading straight for my 
knee.” 
 

Smith drew his legs close to his chest and kicked out. The shark sounded, circled and 
approached again from the same direction. Smith, who by this time had lost both swim fins 
when he vigorously kicked at the shark, reported, “As the shark came in again I kicked out 
for his nose but my right foot went into his mouth and my heel was badly gashed by his 
teeth.”  
 

Meanwhile, Elliott retrieved Smith's swim fins and, despite the proximity of the shark, gave 
them to Smith. Smith did not don his swim fins — he was too busy watching the shark. 
 

Elliott retreated to the seabed and lay on his back watching shark. Smith removed his 
snorkel and screamed underwater and then, he said, “the beast broke away as if he had 
been hit and made off badly scared.” 
 
INJURY: Smith sustained four jagged wounds, between 2,5 and five centimetres deep, on 
the base of his right heel. 
 
FIRST AID: Unknown 
 
TREATMENT: The diver was treated at False Bay Hospital. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: According to the witness, David Elliott, the incident involved a white 
shark. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Marie Levine 
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