
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 1956.09.00.a 
DATE: September 1956 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Tyrrenian Sea, 1.5 
miles from San Felice Circeo on 
the Secca del Faro, Italy.  
41º15'N, 13º10'E 
 
NAME: Goffredo Lombardo 
 
BACKGROUND 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water 
was turbid. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 1.5 
miles. 
DEPTH OF WATER: The incident took place at a depth of 16 metres [53 feet]. 
TIME: 18h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Lombardo felt a strong blow to his upper back, turned and saw the shark. 
The shark charged the diver seven times, but the diver succeeded in fending off the 
predator with the spear of his speargun until a motor boat arrived. 
 
INJURY: No injury, but his SCUBA cylinders were scratched by the shark’s teeth. 
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: A week later, Lombardo returned to the same site to catch the shark. 
He chummed the water and waited for the shark to take the baited hook. After a long time 
without any sign of the shark, Lombardo decided to dive and look for it. Once in the water, 
he found the shark, which had just taken the baited hook. As soon as the shark saw the 
diver, it charged toward him. Lombardo hid behind a rock until he could surface and climb 
back into the boat. Once aboard the boat, he brought the hooked shark to the surface and 
killed it with several rifle shots. The shark measured 420 cm in length and weighed over 600 
kg. Photographic documentation of this specimen exists (Lombardo, 1960). The shark, a 
female white shark, measured 13'10" in length and weighed 1,320 pounds. 
: 
SOURCES: Giorgio Bini; Alessandro de Maddalena 
 
NOTE: Fergusson (1996) lists the date of this case as September 1957. 
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