
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 1956.08.00.c 
DATE: August 1956 
LOCATION: The incident took place  
in the Congreve Channel between  
Filfla Island and Wied iz-Zurrieq, 
Malta. 
 
BOAT: a “Luzzu” (Maltese fishing 
boat) 
OCCUPANTS: Nazzareno Zammit 
and Emmanuel 
 
BACKGROUND 
ENVIRONMENT: Filfa is a small, 
barren islet five kilometers (3.1 miles) 
south of Malta and is the most 
southerly point of the Maltese 
Archipelago. 
 
NARRATIVE: The two fishermen were gathering their nets when a shark attacked their 
boat. The men fended off the shark with oars and, despite damage to the boat, returned 
safely to shore. 
 
INJURY: Although the occupants were not physically injured by the shark, Emmanuel "later 
died of shock in hospital".  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: The incident was said to involve a porbeagle shark. However, some 
accounts claim it was the same shark that attacked Jack Smedley [GSAF 1956.07.20]. 
 
NOTE: No official reports concerning this incident were made to the police or by the 
hospital. Although various versions of the incident claim that it happened two years before 
the Smedley incident to three years afterwards, it is thought it took place several weeks 
after Smedley was killed by a shark. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Alex Buttigieg 
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The uninhabited islet of Filfla 
as seen from Wied iz-Zurrieg 



The luzzu is the Maltese traditional fishing boat. A luzzu is brightly 
painted in shades of yellow, red, green and blue, and the bow is 
normally pointed with a pair of eyes, possibility a survival of 
ancient Phoenician or Egyptian custom. Most have a double hull, 
although a variant known as the kajjik has a square transom. Like 
another Maltese boat, the dghajsa, which is thought to date back 
to Phoenician times, possibly longer, the luzzu has survived 
because it is a sturdy and stable boat even in bad weather. 
Originally, the luzzu was equipped with sails although nowadays 
almost all are motorized. 
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